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DECEMBER2024 

 

Grace Lutheran Church Newsletter  

The Good News of 
Christôs Birth 

 

Luke 2 gives us one of the most beautiful, humble,  
and awe-inspiring accounts of the birth of Jesus that 
changed everythingðyet took place in the most  
ordinary of settingsða stable in Bethlehem. 
 
Picture the scene. Outside Bethlehem, shepherds are 

tending their flocks on a quiet night. Shepherds were ordinary, hardworking people, 
yet, God chose them to be the first to hear of our dear Saviorôs birth. The angel that 
appeared to the shepherds said, Do not be afraid; for seeðI am bringing you good 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a  
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord (Luke 2:10-11). 
 
The shepherds were living simple, routine lives until this extraordinary night. So are 
we.  And thatôs why the angelôs announcement still speaks to us today. Just as God 
revealed the message of love and salvation to ordinary shepherds, God brings this 
message to each of us in our everyday lives. 
 
To help us understand this message, let me share a story. Imagine youôre walking 
through a dark forest on a winterôs night. There is no moon, and every shadow looms. 
You can barely see the path in front of you. You realize that you have a light on your 
phone.  You turn it on and that single light transforms everythingðnot by removing the 
darknessðbut by shining a path through it. 
 
Jesus is that light. Born into a dark world, the Christ child came to illuminate our  
way. He doesnôt always remove lifeôs difficulties, but he does guide us through them, 
offering hope and strength along the path. 
 
This Christmas, I pray we will be like those shepherdsðreceiving the light of Christ 
with joy, letting it transform our hearts, and carrying it out to a world in need of hope. 
 

Blessings and peace to you and your family this Christmas season. 
 

In Christôs love, 
 

><> Pastor Kevin 

 



2 

DECEMBER SPECIAL EVENTS  

 

 

 

Sunday, Dec. 8 -  2:00 pm  

Sturgis Community Christmas Concert  

Community Center Theater, Come enjoy choirs from area churches. 
 

Saturday Dec. 14 9:00 am  

Please come and join GLCW in the fun of preparing and delivering gift packages  
for the shut-ins of Grace.  We need donations of individual wrapped treats  
(cookies, candy, caramel corn, etc.), puzzle books, window clings, etc. for  
20 individuals, and drivers to deliver the goodies. We hope to see you on  
Dec. 14

th
 at 9am!  If you have questions, contact Lynette at 605-499-9320. 

 

Sunday Dec. 15 -  9:00 am   

Special Christmas Music Sunday Worship Service  
Presenting the musical talents of Grace Lutheran Children and Musicians. 

 

Monday Dec. 16 -  6:00 pm   

Blue Christmas at the Presbyterian Church  

 

Wednesday Dec. 18 - 6:00 pm  

Childrenõs Christmas Program 

 

Tuesday Dec. 24 ñ 5:00 pm  

Christmas Eve Service  

You are invited to join us in this wonderous service. 
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Poetic View of Angels  
by Blaisely Haugen 

 

Blaisley wrote this piece about angels for our All Saints Costume  
Party at Grace, but hesitated to share it.  So, afterward she gave a 
copy to PK and he asked about putting it in our December church 
newsletterðso here it is:  
 
Angels fly through the heaven that God madeðsoaring high and 
soaring low. They are very magical with their halos that float above 
their heads.  And the wings that make them fly.  Itôs so incredible 
how God made themðhow we sing about them on Christmas and 

talk about them on Easter.  They are here to keep us safe no matter what time the 
Lord sends them to take care of things.  They do their jobðas in the Christmas  
storyðwhen Jesus was born.  God sent an angel to tell the shepherds the great news 
and then all the angels were telling everyone the great newsðsaying ñglory to God in 
heaven and on earth, peace to all who believe in him.ò  That is why angels are very 
important.  Also on Easter, friends of Jesus arrived at the tomb and then the earth 
shook and there was a bright light that came from heaven and an angel appeared and 
rolled the stone away from the tomb.  Angels are amazing in all the  
stories of the Bibleð from the beginning to the endðand right now! 

 
The Christmas Music Service is  
Sunday December 15 at 9am. 

 

Come in person or tune into KBHB 810 AM Radio broadcast or audio streamed at 
kbhbradio.com, as the Christmas message is shared in story and in song. 
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Serving Grace December 2024 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM 

*Coffee Hostsï please bring 4 dozen cookies each, help set up, serve and clean up. 

December Serving Grace Members 
 

Atyeo, Tim and Tonya 
Baldwin, Pat and Robin 
Bostrom, Dorothy 
Collins, Dan and Caron 
Dobler, Ward and Garland 
Gunderson, Al and Tessa 
Haivala, Bob and Debbie 
Heikes, Rod and Shannon 
Huntley, Terri 
 

Lyons, David 
Meland, Arvid and Paulette 
Molitor, Sandy 
Morgan, Joan 
Myers, Tim and Misty 
Patmore, Tim and Debbie 
Raforth, John and Eileen 
Rasch, Deb 
Sigman, Ted  
 

Stroschein, Mary Ann 
Tucker, Lennie and Katina 
Weidenbach, Al and Pam 
Williams, Jared and Andria 
Wilson, Char 
Wolf, Jake and Rosalie 
Workentine, Doris 
Zeiner, Dan and Ramona 

Position Dec 1 Dec 8 Dec 15 Dec 22 Dec 24 Dec 29 

Greeters (2) 
Tim & Debbie  
Patmore 

Mike & Darleen  
Tysdal 

Mary Ann  
Stroschein 

Terri Huntley Baldwin Family 

Lorayne 
Schaefer & 
Kenya  

Schummer 

Ushers (4) Brandy Nikkila 
Al Weidenbach 
and Brandon 
Caneva 

Bonnie Lange 
and David Lyons 

Boone and  
Caron Collins 

Kreutz Family  

Assisting  
Ministers 

Kim Webber Garland Dobler Kim Webber Tim Patmore  JD Williams 

Lesson  
Reader (1) 

Mary Ann  
Stroschein 

Tim Patmore Paul Haedt Tim Potts Danica Dschaak 
Mary Ann  
Stroschein 

Serving  
Communion 

Randy Carlson 
Tessa  

Gunderson 

Garland Dobler 
Jared & Andria 
Williams 

Bob Haivala 
Shanna, Ethan & 
Dalyn Dschaak 

Sheri Boy 

*Coffee  
Hosts (3) 

Mick and Connie 
Hurlburt 

The Dobler & 
Kreutzôs Families 

 
Haivala, Potts and 
Carlson families 

No Coffee Hour 
Christmas Eve 

 

Sunday  
Acolytes 

Landry & 
Layton Wilson 

Hunter Baumiller 
& Braxten Bahe 

Jett Leonhardt & 
Torin Monahan 

Christian Pankratz 
& Danny Tedder 

Mason & Blain 
McGillvray 

Willow & Coral 
Nikkila 

~ WEDNESDAY NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE ~  

Position Dec 4 Dec 11 Dec 18 

 
*WNL  

Meal Hosts 

Tim and Debbie 
Patmore 

Tim and Debbie 
Patmore 

NO WNL  
MEAL 

Wednesday Night 
Acolytes 

JoLei Avery and 
Kwynnlee Meland 

Khiana Williams-
Oviatt and Pate 
Gunderson 

Madeline Vliem and 
Tenlee Koontz 
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PROJECTOR OPERATORS IN DECEMBER 

 1st Sunday: Debbie Patmore  
 2nd Sunday: Deb Haivala 
 3rd Sunday: Debbie Patmore 
 4th Sunday: Bob Tesch 
 5th Sunday: Michelle Williams 
  

ALTAR GUILD IN DECEMBER 
Sheri Boy and Debbie Patmore 

Serving Grace January 2025 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM 

Serving Grace sign up board is located near the entrance of the church.   
If your name is listed below, please sign up for January before December 23rd. 

Adam, Laura  
Aldren, Kelly and Jennifer 
Bertolotto, Jerry and Ann  
Carlson, Randy and Petrowske, 
Denise  

Curry, Jarred and Inga 
DeKraai, Jeff and Darla   
Engebretson, Dave and Jackie  
Geppert, Dan and Dawn   
Halverson, David and Shirley   

Halverson, Sonja   
Hurlburt, Mick and Connie   
Kaufman, Bob and Marie   
Kopren, Darlyne   
Kvanvig, Lynette  
Leonhardt, Bryce and Megan 
McPherson, Elizabeth and Luke 
Meyer, Gary and Liane  
Potts, Tim and Marcia  
 

Rush, Grant   
Schaefer, Lorayne    
Schummer, Kenya   
Selting, Rob and Carmen  
Tesch, Bob 
Tesch, Norma  
Ward, Jeff and Shellie   
Whitford, Sue  
Williams, J.D. and Michelle  

Position Jan 5 Jan 12 Jan 19 Jan 26 

Greeters (1) 
    

Ushers (4) 
 

Al Weidenbach and 
Brandon Caneva 

Bonnie Lange and 
David Lyons 

Boone and Caron 
Collins 

Assisting  
Ministers 

    

Lesson Reader 
(1) 

    

Serving  
Communion 

    

*Coffee  
Hosts (3)     

Sunday  
Acolytes Braylee Blakeman 

and Ava Williams 
Landry and Layton 

Wilson 
Hunter Baumiller 
and Jett Leonhardt 

JoLei Avery and 
Madeline Vliem 
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Advent Festival  

The prophet Isaiah writes, ñA voice cries out in the 
wilderness, prepare the way of the Lord!ò 
 
Please join us in the very comfortable wilderness of 
Outlaw Ranch for an Advent weekend, December 6-8. 
We will begin Friday night at 6:30 with a huge table of 
snacks, cider, hot chocolate, and, of course, cookies, 
followed by games, singing, worship, and then more 
eating.  

On Saturday, we will do crafts, dip candles, make  
Advent wreaths, visit the animals at the stable, and 
play outside, weather permittingïsledding or gaga  
ball or both! We will have a Christmas tree cutting  
expedition (we will get the permit for you!) hayrides,  
and then go to the Christmas parade in Custer at 6 
p.m. Kids are welcome to ride on Outlawôs float in the 
parade! We will return to a late supper of soup and 
bread, followed by a candle-light worship and more 
cookies. 

On Sunday we will have brunch at 9 and worship with 
Holy Communion. Come with your children and 
grandchildren for this time of rest, singing,  shopping 
(who doesnôt want an Outlaw Ranch sweatshirt and 
jar of hot chocolate mix?!) and fellowship in the quiet 
winter beauty of the Black Hills. 

 
Registration:   Visit losd.org and 
click on ñUpcoming Eventsò to  
register online. 
 

 
Weekend:  Includes Friday snack; Saturday 
breakfast, lunch, and dinner; and Sunday 
brunch; lodging, activities, and craft and wreath 
supplies. Tree permits are $10 extra. Children 
3 and under are free. 
 

Lodge Retreat Center: $168 Adult | $135 
Youth (4-12yrs) 
 

Barn Retreat Center: $161 Adult | $128 Youth  
(4-12yrs) 
 

Cabin: $144 Adult | $124 Youth (4-12yrs) 
 

Commuter: $90 Adult | $80 Youth (4-12yrs) 
 

Live Nativity                                                                                            
Outlaw Ranch will be putting on their annual  
fundraiser sharing their Living Nativity on December 
15th from 3-6pm. Activities will include live animals, a 
baked goods sale, photo booth, and hot cider and  
cocoa. If you would like to donate baked goods for the 
event, or assist in the Nativity experience itself, 
please contact Outlaw Ranch at outlaw@losd.org 
 
Come for the afternoon to visit, drink coffee, do a little 
Christmas shopping, see Baby Jesus in the manger, 
and just be together for a time. There is no cost to this 
event, but we will have donation boxes everywhere  
as we accept gifts to support spring and summer  
programming.  
 
No need to registerïjust come. 

 
Questions? Call Outlaw Ranch at 
605.673.4040 

mailto:outlaw@losd.org
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Pastor Kevin Jensen, Levi McPherson and Family 

2024  

Thanks to all the faithful Grace  
people who helped decorate the 
church for Christmas on Sunday, 
Nov. 24.  The church looks beautiful. 

~Worship Committee 

The GLCW Christmas party is at  
1:30 pm on Dec. 10.  All should bring a  

Christmas goodie to share.  
Taven Steven Tebben 

Parents: Jameson and Stevie Tebben 
Sponsors: Jamie Cole & Kathryn Standifird 

November Funerals  
 

November 21- DeWayne Hayes 

In Memory of 
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Deadline to submit items for the January 
newsletter is Monday, December 23rd.  

Please send your newsletter items to Keri at gracelutheran@rushmore.com. 
Let us send you an email with a link to our newsletter when itôs posted to our website.  

If you are interested, please send your email address to the office at: 
 gracelutheran@rushmore.com or call Keri at 605-347-2713. 

 

Did you knowêOur website contains the weekly worship bulletins,  
monthly newsletter, sermon broadcast, monthly calendar, Council and Committee minutes,  

and much more.  For a printed copy, see the info rack at the entrance of the church. 

        Check it out at: www.sturgisglc.org.   
 

See special events on Facebook.   

 

      Has your address or phone number changed?  
       Please let Keri know at 605-347-2713 or e-mail us at gracelutheran@rushmore.com.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Marjorie Jutting, Donzetta Strandjord 
(Lynette Kvanvigôs sister), Bonnie Lange, Danny Chapman, Barb Haivala, Garey Rice                
Darlene Mullins, Ruth Mechling, John Raforth, George Lisko, Tammie Melby, Laurie 
Adkins-Heydon, Myles Hupp and the family of DeWayne Hayes.  
 

On-going prayers: Ron Monson, Ethan Dschaak, Paulette Walker, Bud Rank, Jody 
Wilke, Dale Kreutz, Morgan Myers, Ally Tedder, Marcia Potts, Larry Schemmel, Joy 
Conway, Roger Ivers, our  homebound members and those serving in the military.  
(Please notify the office of changes) 

 
 

 

 
 

NOVEMBER ATTENDANCE  

Sundays 
Nov 3 - 127 
Nov 10 - 123 
Nov17 - 101 
Nov24 - 125 
 

Wednesdays 
Nov 6 - 41 
Nov 13 - 49 
Nov 20 - 40 
 

 

 

2024 YEAR TO DATE 
 

OFFERINGS  
$212,513.48 

 
EXPENSES 
$234,757.54 

 
BUDGET  
$234,483.37 
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9 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
 

The radio broadcast calendar for 2024 is posted on the bulletin board in the  
entryway of the church.  You are invited to place your name on the date you 
wish to sponsor.  You may also call the office 347-2713 to reserve a date.  The 
cost per broadcast is $65.  Partial sponsorships are invited and encouraged. 

 

 

Dec 1 - Darlene Mullins, in memory of Arlie Mullins 
Dec 8 - Ruth Smit, in memory of Jeffery Smit 
Dec 15 - Janet Johnson, in memory of Robert Johnsonôs birthday 
Dec 22 - In memory of David Teschôs birthday and Caitlin Walsh. 
Dec 29 - Mary Ann Stroschein, in memory of Dale. 

Offering Information 
Send your offering to PO Box 577,  

Sturgis, SD 57785, 
or drop off at the church Office  

Mon - Fri 8 am - 12 pm / 1 pm - 5 pm 
 

To Use Venmo: 
1. Scan the QR code with  
your smartphone.                                          
2. Login or setup your  
account (first time only). 
3. Make your gift. 

 
The Red Bucket Ministry  
For the 4th Quarter 

 

Sturgis Alliance of Churches 
 

 
Leave a donation  
in the Red Bucket  
located in the  
back of the  

church and your 
donation will help 
local families who 
are in need of funds 
for housing,  

groceries, medicine 
and utilities.  

 
December 22 
Micah 5:2-5a 
Luke 1:46b-55 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45[46-55] 

 
December 29 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Psalm 148 

Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 

December 1 
Jeremiah 33:14-16 
Psalm 25:1-10 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Luke 21:25-36 

 
December 8 
Malachi 3:1-4 
Luke 1:68-79 

Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 3:1-6 

December 15 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 
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AUGUST 2024 - FEBRUARY 2025 
PLANNED GENEROSITY 

DECEMBER 1:  Itôs not too late.  Give your family the gift of a carefully thought-out estate plan  
by starting the work now!  With the FREE online estate planning tools provided by Lutheran 
Planned Generosity of SD, you can place an envelope under the Christmas tree with copies of 
your completed/updated legacy documents. This gift of peace of mind, preserved relationships, 
and a testament to your faith and values is always the right size and might be the best present 
youôve ever given. Contact Lutheran Planned Generosity of South Dakota at 605.274.5030 or 
lpgsd@sdsynod.org for help getting started.     
 
DECEMBER 8:  Putting stock in something that matters.  A gift of appreciated investments 
could offer the opportunity to decrease taxes and increase the size of your gift to Grace Lutheran.  
This strategy can even allow you to reset the cost basis in those investments you want to keep as 
a part of your portfolio.  Call Kathy McHenry at Lutheran Planned Generosity of SD at 
605.274.5030 or email kmchenry@sdsynod.org for more information.   
 
DECEMBER 15:  Setting an example.  A Christian preamble to your will or trust might be the last 
opportunity you have to share your faith and set an example of stewardship for those you love.  We 
have sample language that can be customized as an introduction to your will or trust.  Contact  
Lutheran Planned Generosity of SD at 605.274.5030 or visit www.lpgsd.org for more information.   
 
DECEMBER 22:  Want to see lower taxes and increased income?  Perhaps a charitable gift  
annuity is the answer.  The benefits include a tax deduction; lifetime fixed payments of tax-
advantaged income as high as 9.7% depending on your current age; and possible capital gains  
tax relief as well. Contact Lutheran Planned Generosity of South Dakota at 605.274.5030 or visit 
our website at www.lpgsd.org for more information.   
 
DECEMBER 29:  Thank you!  If you havenôt heard it lately, listen up.  ñTHANK YOU!ò  The gifts 
you share with this congregation matter.  Whether your invaluable time, your unique talents or your 
generous financial support, never forget that you are appreciated and we couldnôt do what we do 
without the blessings God shares through you.  Your life makes a difference!  
 
JANUARY 5:  Turn the page to a new chapter.  With the blank pages of 2025 in front of us, one 
of the smartest ways to start this new year strong is with an up-to-date  
estate plan.  With the FREE online will tool provided by Lutheran Planned 
Generosity, a ministry of the South Dakota Synod, you can easily create a 
plan for the people and causes you care about most.  Let this year be the 
one where you turn the page and pave the way for future chapters to unfold 
just as you planned.  Visit www.lpgsd.org today.   

©Ǎʌțʳ ¦ṣ ¶ǪoǸɅɶʳṞ MʲǸǪʔʌȡʬǸ EȡɶǸǪʌɐɶ 
¬ʔʌțǸɶǍɅ æȺǍɅɅǸǱ gǸɅǸɶɐɾȡʌʳ ɐȒ ñɐʔʌț EǍȶɐʌǍ 

!ʔȓʔɾʌǍɅǍ ĆɅȡʬǸɶɾȡʌʳ >ǍɃɳʔɾ 
ÃȒȒȡǪǸṝ  ᶴᶮᶳṣᶰᶵᶲṣᶳᶮᶱᶮ                                        ᶰᶮᶮᶯ ñṣ ñʔɃɃȡʌ !ʬǸɅʔǸ                                           >ǸȺȺṝ  ᶴᶮᶳṣᶶᶴᶶṣᶶᶵᶳᶲ 
ȶɃǪțǸɅɶʳἈɾǱɾʳɅɐǱṣɐɶȓ                                    ñȡɐʔʲ fǍȺȺɾṞ ñE ᶳᶵᶯᶷᶵ                                                  ʭʭʭṣȺɳȓɾǱṣɐɶȓ 

http://www.lpgsd.org

