Grace Grace Lutheran Church Newsletter

Lutheran

™/ MARCH..

Provoking
Words!

Hebrews 10: 24-25 “And let us consider how to provoke one
another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together,
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the
more as you see the Day approaching.”

Busy. That’s the word we often use to describe our lives. Between work schedules and family
demands, there’s not a lot of free time left in the calendar. The Bible encourages us, however, to
make time to gather with other Christians; to support each other in the community. Hebrews 10
makes it clear we are to make time for fellowship with each other.

So how do we carve out time in our busy schedules to meet with each other? Maybe it’s as simple
as meeting with someone over coffee. Or attending one of our Grace Lutheran weekly Bible
studies. Maybe it's making sure to attend our fellowship hour after going to a Sunday service. Or
coming to our school-year Wednesday Night Live meals and then staying for our half-hour worship.

Perhaps it could also mean becoming part of a serving team at church. | believe as Christians; we
were made for community. We were designed to support each other in both hard times and good
times. We were made to offer wisdom and receive it as well. As we begin our Lenten journey this
year, let’s take time for gathering.

There’re many reasons for it, but here’s one you might not have realized. According to National
Geographic our children are losing their fine motor skills like tying a shoelace, writing with a pen, or
building a tower. Experts point to a complex mixture of screen time, and a shift in the priorities of
childhood. When we let our children use electronic devices, it’s so hard to know how much is
enough.

Many of us at Grace are big advocates of outdoor time. A question: does getting outside help
children build their fine motor skills? It might—not just by giving us a reason to keep our kids off
their devices—but also to help them experience the love of God in wide open spaces!

We are once again taking our 5th graders to Outlaw Ranch this summer. But don’t forget Lutherans
Outdoors also offers family camps during June and July. LO’s motto is Where faith becomes life.

In the Hills. On the Prairie. At the Water! Just go to LOSD.org and pick your week. Then go and
discover the joy of weaving together the awe-inspiring beauty of nature with the rich tapestry of
Scripture.

Love them like Jesus
><> Pastor Kevin




Serving Grace March 2025

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM

Position March 2 March 9 March 16 March 23 March 30
Greeters (1) | Tjm and Debbie | Dale & Mar i
y Ellen . . Ron & Gloria
Patmore Kreutz Bob & Deb Haivala Char Wilson Wiedmann
Ushers (4) Al Weidenbach and | Bonnie Lange and | Boone and Caron
Brandon Caneva David Lyons Collins
Assisting . . . .
Ministers Tim Patmore Kim Webber Garland Dobler Tim Patmore Tim Potts
Lessor(11l)?eader Tim Patmore Garland Dobler Bryan Mahoney Rick Little
Serving Randy Carlson & . Kent & Heather .
Communion Terri Huntley Dennis Chowen & Kreutz Garland Dobler & Bonnie Lange &
"Coffee Kris Little, Shawn
Hosts 3) | Bob & Deb Haivala K;Efzzogﬁ:iﬁ‘es Mechling & Kelly | Tim & Marcia Potts
Magdanz
Sunday . Khiana Williams- :
Acolytes Willow and Coral Oviatt and Mason and Blain Braylee Blakeman | Landry and Layton

Nikkila

Kwynnlee Meland

McGillivray

and Ava Williams

Wilson

*Coffee Hosts— please bring 4 dozen cookies each, help set up, serve and clean up.

Worship helper instructions are located in the front entryway.

~ WEDNESDAY NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE ~

Position March 5 March 12 March 19 March 26
# Ash Wednesda Pre-Confirmation .
WN Lent y
Mos I-?cr:s?: GLCW Students NO WNL GLC Quilters
Wednesday Night | Burke and Bryson | Christian Pankratz NO WNL Burke and Bryson
Acolytes Potter and Braxten Bahe Potter

Aga, Lynn and Karmen
Anderson, Kevin and Janis
Bahe, Peyton and Courtney
Berg, Randy and Connie
Blakeman, Jenna and Jesse
Calhoon, David & Webber, Kim
Chapman, Dan and Lynelle
Dobler, Ward and Garland

Gutsche, Janet

Haivala, Bob and Debbie
Heikes, Rod and Shannon
Keeton, Russ and Joanne
Kreutz, Kent and Heather
McFarland, Ardith
McGillivray, Brandon &

Maranda

March Serving Grace Members

Mullins, Darlene

Pickar, Ranae

Pudwill, Shawn and Danilee
Raftevold, Casey and Heidi

Rock, Brice
Ruby, Dick

Sjomeling, Jason and Celena




Serving Grace April 2025

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM

Serving Grace sign up board is located near the entrance of the church.
If your name is listed below, please sign up for April before March 24th.

Position April 6 April 13 April 20 April 27
Greeters (2)
Al Weidenbach and | Bonnie Lange and Boone and
Ushers (4) Brandon Caneva David Lyons Caron Collins
Assisting
Ministers
Lesson
Reader (1)
Serving
Communion
*Coffee
Hosts (3)
Sunday Hunter Baumiller & | Hunter Baumiller & | Tenlee Koontz and | Willow and Coral
Acolytes Torin Monahan Torin Monahan Pate Gunderson Nikkila
Atyeo, Tim and Tonya Johnson, Janet Monahan, Vicki
Bauer, Diane Karrels, Amanda Patmore, Tim and Debbie
Caneva, Brandon Magdanz, Thomas and Kelly Vliem, Jeremy and Cindy
Dschaak, Ethan and Shanna Mahoney, Bryan Walker (Weisz), Chaska
Gunderson, Al and Tessa Malloux, Kathleen Weisz, Rich and Cheryl
Haugen, Tyler and Dee Meland, Arvid and Paulette Wilson, Char
Huiner, Greg and Cherie Molitor, Sandy
Humble, Jeannie Monahan, San and Jennifer

COUIIR

Volunteers

PROJECTOR OPERATORS IN MARCH ALTAR GUILD IN MARCH

1st Sunday: Debbie Patmore Melissa and Madison Pankratz
2nd Sunday: Deb Haivala

3rd Sunday: Debbie Patmore
4th Sunday: Bob Tesch
5th Sunday: Michelle Williams




EDNESDAY

Remember that you are dust,

and to dust you shall return.
Ecclesiastes 3:20

GRACE LUTHERAN
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 6:30 P.M.
COME AND TAKE TIME TO REFLECT
ON THE SACRIFICE OF OUR
LORD AND SAVIOR

LENTEN SUPPERS BEGIN AT 5:30
LENTEN SERVICES: MARCH 5, 12, AND 26
AND APRIL 2 AND 9 AT 6:30
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2025 YEAR TO DATE FEBRUARY ATTENDANCE
OFFERINGS
Sundays Wednesdays
$42,876.02 Feb 2.91 Feb 5- 37
Feb 9-106 Feb 12-40
$5067054 Feb 16-80  Feb 19-22
o Feb 23-107 Feb26-45
BUDGET
$44,825.00

. PRAYER b
| REQUESTS

F :}‘

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Audrey Konold, Paulette Meland,

Jan and Michael Meyer, Bonnie Lange, Donzetta Strandjord, Danny Chapman,

Barb Haivala, Garey Rice, Ruth Mechling, George Lisko, Myles Hupp, Laurie Adkins-
Heydon and the family of Paul Graves.

On-going prayers: Dan Zeiner, Paulette Walker, John Raforth, Ron Monson, Jody
Wilke, Ethan Dschaak, Bud Rank, Dale Kreutz, Morgan Myers, Ally Tedder, Marcia
Potts, Larry Schemmel, Joy Conway, Roger lvers, our homebound members and
those serving In the military. (Please notify the office of changes)

=) |[FROM THE
Q@CHURCH

SNOFFICE

Deadline to submit items for the April
newsletter is Monday, March 24th.

Please send your newsletter items to Keri at gracelutheran@rushmore.com.
Let us send you an email with a link to our newsletter when it’s posted to our website.
If you are interested, please send your email address to the office at:
gracelutheran@rushmore.com or call Keri at 605-347-2713.

Did you know...Our website contains the weekly worship bulletins,

monthly newsletter, sermon broadcast, monthly calendar, Council and Committee minutes,
and much more. For a printed copy, see the info rack at the entrance of the church.

Check it out at: www.sturgisglc.org.
See special events on Facebook.

Has your address or phone number changed?
Please let Keri know at 605-347-2713 or e-mail us at gracelutheran@rushmore.com.
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Daylight Saving Time

Begins March 9!
Don't forget to set your
clocks ahead!

Kiwanis
Sturgis Golden K
Annual Spring Fund Raiser

All you can eat Soup Supper for $10.00!
Includes soup, salad, bread, dessert

Sunday March 23rd from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
at the Sturgis Community Center

All proceeds benefit our local youth projects!

Annual Potato Feed

Baked Potatoes with Toppings and
Salad, Coffee, Cold Drinks and
Conversation

Monday, March 24™ from 4:30-6:00 at the
Sturgis Community Center

Free Will Offering to help those in need

sy % ; :
%4 Sturgis Alliance of Churches
W)




March 2 March 23
Exodus 34:29-35 Isaiah 55:1-9
Psalm 99 \ Psalm 63:1-8
2 Corinthians 3:12--4:2 5 1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Luke 9:28-36[37-43a] cri oéb#ﬁfmw Luke 13:1-9
March 9 March 16 March 30
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 Psalm 27 Psalm 32
Romans 10:8b-13 Philippians 3:17--4:1 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Luke 4:1-13 Luke 13:31-35 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

9 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS

E The radio broadcast calendar for 2025 is posted on the bulletin board in the
. entryway of the church. You are invited to place your name on the date you
i wish to sponsor. You may also call the office 347-2713 to reserve a date. The
' cost per broadcast is $65. Partial sponsorships are invited and encouraged.

'‘March 2 - Ruth Mechllng, in memory of Chris “Bob” Mechling’s birthday.
:March 9 - Pastor Kevin, in honor of Pastor Carla’s birthday.

:March 16 - Char Wilson, in memory of Jerry Burnham.

March 23 -

'March 30 - Ardith McFarland, in memory of her grandson Casey McFarland

Offering Information The Red Bucket Ministry
ey e aD e77as For the 1st Quarter
or drop off at the church Office
Mon - Fri8 am-12pm /1 pm -5 pm Camp Scholarships
To Use Venmo:
1 Scan the QR code with for all 5th Grade Students
your smartphone. )
2. Login or setup your Leave a donation
account (first time only). in the Red Bucket
3. Make your gift. located in the back

of the church and
your donation will
help send all of our
5th grade students
to summer camp at
Outlaw Ranch.




CELEBRATE

BOLD
WOMEN'S
DAY

Grace Lutheran will celebrate Bold Women’s Day on Sunday, March 9th. We will
have the Rev. Kari Webb to preach and preside at our worship service that day

as we celebrate all Lutheran women who have acted or are acting boldly on their
faith in Jesus Christ. Some women are bold in their unceasing prayers. Other
women are bold in their service to those in need. Still other women are bold in
their advocacy or through their hospitality. Whether we live out our bold story of
faith in the workplace, family, home, or community, our faith compels us to make
a difference in the lives of others. It’s all about living out our baptismal call, about
being a disciple of Christ. How can you live boldly? Come to worship and see!

Grace Lutheran Endowment Fund Seeks Applications

There are 5 specific purposes that Endowment fund
grants money for:

1. Capital Improvement or building program of Grace
Lutheran Church

(2. College scholarships to a Lutheran college or
Seminary

3. Scholarships for camping, leadership conferences
or special programs

4. Gifts to local or state missions

5. Gifts to the ELCA for mission work

Applications are available in the church office.
Submissions are due March 31 and funds will be distributed in April.

The Endowment Fund was established in 1993 with the goal of providing a
perpetual fund that would benefit Grace Lutheran and its members for decades
to come. The principal of the fund cannot be spent, so it is only the earnings
that are paid out each year. All gifts are welcome — whether it is by a check you
can write today, or with funds you’d consider leaving through your estate. Please
consider the Grace Lutheran Church Endowment Fund in your gift planning!
(The application is found on the following page.)
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Application for Grace Lutheran Church Endowment Fund

Name: Organization:
Non-profit: Yes or No

Address:

Phone:

Amount of Request: Total project Costs:

Purpose of Request:

Please attach any additional information that you would like to share.
Estimated number of people that will be assisted:

Type of Request: (no one of the fives purposes shall receive more than $1,000.)

____a) Capital improvement or building program of Grace Lutheran Church

____b) College scholarship for member or their children to attend Lutheran College or Seminary
____c) Scholarships to members of GLC for camping, leadership conferences or special programs
____d) Gifts to missions, local & state, social service agencies, institutions/individuals in need
____e) Gifts to ELCA for mission work & missionary education, in US or overseas

Would you or a representative be willing to attend a church service to tell us how your request will be used?

yes no
Signed:

Title or Office

Date:

Feel Free to add documents or information that relates to this request for funds.

Please Return by March 31, 2025 to:
Grace Lutheran Church
Endowment Committee
P.O. Box 577, Sturgis, SD 57785



CHURCH ) COUNCIL

Council Minutes — February 6, 2025

Present: Kelly Magdanz, Jeff DeKraai, Jeremy Vliem, Jarred Curry, Terri Huntley,
Ron Wiedmann, Bob Tesch, Debbie Patmore, Robin Baldwin, Pastor Kevin and
Pastor Carla.

Absent: Heather Kreutz, San Monahan, Diana Bauer and Mike Tysdal

Call to Order: Kelly

Devotions: Jeff

Adoption of Agenda: M/S/P

Approval of Minutes: M/S/P

Treasurer’s Report: Received

Old Business:
1. Furnace was purchased for parsonage. Approved by congregation by vote.
2. The directory update committee is pursuing online directory plus having portraits taken.

New Business:

Money Counters-March
March 2 — Pam and Heather
March 9 — Bob and Kelly
March 16 — Deb and Terri
March 23 — Bob and Kelly
March 30 — Deb and Jarred
April 6 — Deb and Pam

A slate of nominees consisting of Bob Tesch-President, Heather Kreutz- VP, Diana
Bauer-Secretary was presented to the council. The vote was a unanimous to accept
this slate of officers. Robin Baldwin will continue to be the Treasurer as an ex officio
non-voting member of council.

Committees were discussed and members were appointed to committees. A motion
was made and passed to create a 3 person audit committee. This committee will
consists of 3 persons from the congregation and meet yearly. Also in this motion was
to budget for an outside audit every 5 years.

The pastors asked and received to have Sunday, March 9th off to attend their son’s
wedding shower. M/S/P

Motion to Adjourn: M/S/P

Closed with Lord’s Prayer

Next Meeting: March 6, 2025 at 5:30pm
Prepared by Deb Patmore
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE

Worship Committee Minutes — Feb. 18, 2025, 5:30 p.m.

Pastor Kevin Jensen opened the meeting with prayer. Present were Marcia Potts, Robin
Baldwin, Tim Patmore, Pastor Kevin, and Marlene Kotab.
Old Business:

Lenten services will begin on Ash Wednesday, March 5". We will use the “Hills of Lent”
theme. Pastor has arranged narrators for each service. The confirmands will impose the
ashes. Tim Patmore will erect a stand to help keep the ashes off the carpet.

Lenten meals will be served on March 5" and April 2n by the GLCW with other groups
serving March 12 and 26 and April 9. There will be no service on March 19 as it is the be-
ginning of spring break for the students.

The children and adult choir will sing on Palm Sunday, April 13. Keri Fischer ordered

the palms. With the late date for Holy Week, discussion was held about letting the
congregation also process in with their palms followed by the adult choir and children.
The youth will present a Reverse Advent on Good Friday, April18, and the confirmation
class will participate in foot-washing on Maundy Thursday, April17. We will check with
members about the stripping of the altar.

Easter Services are 6:30 a.m. at the Lions Club Gazebo with Bob Tesch assisting pastor
and our regular 9:00 am service.

The pastors will be gone March 9 for a shower for their son and fiancée and May 5-12 for
the wedding.

Christian has repaired one of the microphones and is checking prices on new headsets.
Feb. 26 is a media training session at 7:00 p.m. for all interested projectionists and sound
technicians.

New Business:

The meeting closed in prayer.
Marlene Kotab, Chairman

The post-Easter Holy Humor Sunday (April 27) theme is Hawaiian Fun.

WELCA Bold Women’s Day is Sunday, March 9. We will use litany from the WELCA
website.

Discussion was held on having a council representative and an Altar Guild member join
the Worship Committee.

The GLCW/Altar Guild will be pricing new communion ware and offering plates. GLCW is
asking for supplementary support from memorial funds from Grace. A request will be
made to the council.

Liturgies for March 2 — Remembering the Promise, 9 - #7, 16 - #8, 23 - #10, 30 — Chosen
People.

The next meeting is Tuesday, March 18 at 5:30 p.m.
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GLCW MINUTES -Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2025

With 12 in attendance, President Deb Patmore called the meeting to
order in Jesus’ name. After a devotion and hymns led by Marlene Kotab,
Connie Hurlburt introduced Stephanie Digler representing Bridges of Hope,
a Liberian school which GLCW has sponsored. Stephanie reported that
the school now serves 472 children and they started a church 1 72 years
ago. Medical personnel will leave soon for a mission trip in Liberia. She
shared a video about the Bridges of Hope project and the ongoing work on
a future medical clinic. GLCW supported the project with a $300 donation.

Lynette Kvanvig reported sending 3 cards.

Appreciation was extended to the chairmen for the 4 quarters for funeral
lunches:

1% quarter — Debbie Patmore and Sheri Boy

2" quarter — Lynette Kvanvig, Connie Hurlburt, and Lila White

3" quarter — Darlene Mullins and Janet Johnson

4™ quarter — Ruth Smit and Diana Bauer

GLCW will serve Lenten suppers on March 5 and April 2. Other
Wednesday suppers will be served by other church groups. No services on
March 19th.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, March 11 at 1:30 pm. We are in need of a
program, so please volunteer. Pastor Carla will lead the Bible Study. Diana
Bauer, Eileen Raforth, and Deb Patmore will be the hostesses.

The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer and table grace.
Hostesses were Pam Weidenbach and Mary Ann Stroschein.

Marlene Kotab, Secretary
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Evangelism Meeting January 30, 2025
In attendance were Pastor Kevin, Bob Tesch, Jarred Curry and Sheri Boy.

Opening prayer was read together.
Discussed the S. S. acronym of the L.A.S.S.I.E.

Seek: (looking for an opportunity) find a point of connection, examples could be ill-
ness, sports, the connections are endless, which can give a person a starting point.
Again, figure out the Head (fact seeker), Heart (emotional), Hands (doing something).
Seek the opportunity to speak, you will know what to say when you rely on the Holy
Spirit. So above all Rely on the Holy Spirit.

Share: is in the words of 1 Corinthians 3: 6-7.
We generously plant and water and God grows. We need to plant the seed, then the
rest is in God's hands.

Share God's word; keep it about God

Share the faith; find a way to tell Jesus' story.

Remember, the Spirit will guide you, fill yourself with scripture so you can encourage
others.

Share the Law and Gospel

Law: is used when you feel a person is comfortable with sin.

It is hard to do but we need to do it with care and concern.

Gospel: be confident that what you share about the gospel will be sufficient for what
the Lord has intended.

You plant, you water, God Provides the growth.

Our next meeting will be February 20"

Sheri Boy
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1 Gary Meyer
Jennifer Gabriel

2 Jared Williams
3 Dadra Avery

4 Ruth Smit
Jocelyn Nohava
Ramona Zeiner
Jennifer Aldren
Lorraine Bahe

5 Shirley Halverson
6 Sawyer Shryock

7 Karel Aga
Pat Baldwin

8 Sharon Collins
Tammy Hencke

BIRTHDAYS

9 Doris Workentine
Owen Aldren

10 Joy Conway
Norma Tesch

12 Gary Reimer
Elizabeth Aga

13 Pastor Carla
Michelle Keeton

14 Daniel Zeiner
15 Emily Meyer

16 Beverly Hemmah
Dee Haugen

18 Koyer Kelly

20 Marie Kaufman
Quintin Kelly
Courtney Bahe

21 Dennis Chowen

23 Sullivan Jost

24 Ray Aga

25 Robert Jordan

27 Sandra Molitor

28 Debbie Merritt

29 Connie Hurlburt
Robin Baldwin

31 Jennifer Keeton
John Paul

ANNIVERSARIES

13 Tim & Misty Myers

19 Eugene & Audrey Konold
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Grace Lutheran News and Events

March 2025

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
8 am Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
2 3 4 5 8:30 am Quilting 6 7 8
9:00 am Worship (HC) | Pastor’s Day Off p 9:30 am Bible 8 am Men’s Prayer
10:00 am Coffee Hour T Study Breakfast
10:30 am Choir / A
5 pm Kids Alive/ . v
Confirmation ’ ‘
5 pm Adult Bible Study | 5:30 pm Council
5:30 pm Lenten Meal Meeting
6:30 pm Lenten Service
Time to
Spring Ahead
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9:00 am Worship (HC) | Pastor’s Day Off 8:30 am Quilting 9:30 am Bible 8 am Men’s Prayer
10:00 am Coffee Hour Study Breakfast
1 pm GLCW
Exec. Meeting 5 pm Kids Alive/
1:30 pm GLCW Confirmation
Meeting 5 pm Adult Bible Study
) 5:30 pm Lenten Meal
7:00 pm Choir 6:30 pm Lenten Service
7 pm HS Youth Group
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
9:00 am Worship (HC) | Pastor’s Day Off 8:30 am Quilting 9:30 am Bible 8 am Men’s Prayer
10:00 am Coffee Hour Study Breakfast
10:30 am Choir
Ay e
" e Yy n AR :'X‘%“V‘ (0
\Shg % g
NO WNL s ?”“’**%x@%
5:30 pm Worship 6 pm Evangelism
Meeting Mtg.
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9:00 am Worship (HC) | Pastor’s Day Off 8:30 am Quilting 9:30 am Bible 8 am Men’s Prayer
10:00 am Coffee Hour Study Breakfast
10:30 am Choir Newsletter
Deadline
30 31 5 pm Kids Alive/
9:00 am Worship (HC) | Pastor’s Day Off Confirmation
10:00 am Coffee Hour 6 pm Altar Guild | 5 pm Adult Bible Study
10:30 am Choir Meeting 5:30 pm Lenten Meal
6:30 pm Lenten Service
7 pm HS Youth Group
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