
1 

 

APRIL2025 

 

Grace Lutheran Church Newsletter 

Clinging to Tradition 
 
 
“You disregard God’s commandment but cling to human  
tradition.”  (Mark 7:8) 
 
Traditions are important for people and cultures but can also 
be misused. In this chapter of Scripture, Jesus educated  
the Pharisees and scribes about how their traditions had  
become more important than giving glory to God. They had 
forgotten their core purpose of honoring the Lord. 

 
This principle still holds true today. Simply following traditions can soon become an end in 
itself. When I've lost sight of this, I often quickly slip into a life of “checking the boxes” in  
order to fit in and prove my social worth.  
 
Fear of other people’s opinions quickly deteriorates into poor decision-making and behaviors 
that cause me to sacrifice my core values. I am reminded of author Bronnie Ware's  
observations she shares in The Top Five Regrets of the Dying.  She notes that many people, 
when they near the end of life, wish they’d not simply lived to meet other’s expectations.  
 
So today can we ask ourselves: “Am I simply going through the motions of what is expected 
of me, or am I remembering "why" and living intentionally to the honor of God and the  
service of others?” 
 
In my daily Bible reading, I recently came across an important, if not obscure, Old Testament 
tradition for ordaining priests.  After the sacrificial ram was slaughtered God told Moses: 
“take some of its blood and put it on the lobe of Aaron's right ear and on the lobes of the 
right ears of his sons, and on the thumbs of their right hands, and on the big toes of their 
right feet, and dash the rest of the blood against all sides of the altar.” 
 
Smearing blood on Aaron and his sons earlobes was a symbolic act of consecration,  
signifying that as priests, they were to be fully dedicated to listening to and obeying God's 
commands, with the ear representing the act of hearing and paying attention to God's word; 
this ritual was performed alongside applying blood to their thumbs (for action) and big toes 
(for walking in God's ways).  Sounds like a good tradition to cling to, as long as it doesn’t end 
there and become more important than loving God, our neighbors and ourselves. 
 
Love them like Jesus, 
 
><> Pastor Kevin 
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Holy Week Schedule  
Grace Lutheran Church 

Holy Week Schedule  
Grace Lutheran Church 

 
Palm Sunday Service, April 13 

9:00 am Sunday 
Special Music by Children and Adult Choir, Palm Procession by all at 8:55.  

 

Maundy Thursday Service, April 17 
6:30 pm Thursday  

Living Last Supper Presented by GLC Confirmation Students  

 

Good Friday Services, April 18 
12:00 pm Friday   

Alliance of Churches Crosswalk 
(Begins at Presbyterian Church and ends at Grace Lutheran) 

 

6:30 pm Friday  
Reverse Advent Service  

Presented by GLC High School Youth Group 
 

Easter Sunday, April 20 
6:30 am Sunday 

Easter Sunrise Service at Lion’s Club Pavilion 
 
 

9:00 am Sunday 
He Is Risen Traditional Worship Service 
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Serving Grace April 2025 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM 

*Coffee Hosts– please bring 4 dozen cookies each, help set up, serve and clean up. 
Worship helper instructions are located in the front entryway. 

April Serving Grace Members 
 

Atyeo, Tim and Tonya 
Bauer, Diane 
Caneva, Brandon 
Dschaak, Ethan and Shanna 
Gunderson, Al and Tessa 
Haugen, Tyler and Dee 
Huiner, Greg and Cherie 
Humble, Jeannie 
 
 

Johnson, Janet 
Karrels, Amanda 
Magdanz, Thomas and Kelly 
Mahoney, Bryan 
Malloux, Kathleen 
Meland, Arvid and Paulette 
Molitor, Sandy 
Monahan, San and Jennifer 
 
 

Monahan, Vicki 
Patmore, Tim and Debbie 
Vliem, Jeremy and Cindy 
Walker (Weisz), Chaska 
Weisz, Rich and Cheryl 
Wilson, Char  

Position April 6 April 13 April 20 April 27 

Greeters (2) Char Wilson 

Palm Sunday 
Ann Bertolotto,  

Casey, Heidi, Jayde & 
Riley Raftevold 

Easter Sunday 
Jesse & Jenna 

Blakeman 

Greg & Cherie  
Huiner 

Ushers (4)  
Al Weidenbach and 

Brandon Caneva 
Bonnie Lange and 

David Lyons 
Boone and  

Caron Collins 

Assisting  
Ministers 

Tim Patmore Tim Potts Tim Potts JD Williams 

Lesson  
Reader (1) 

Garland Dobler Darlyne Kopren Tim Patmore  

Serving  
Communion (2) 

Char Wilson and 
Darlene Mullins and 

Darlyne Kopren 
Jared & Andria 

Williams 
Diana Bauer and 

*Coffee  
Hosts (3) 

  
NO COFFEE 

HOUR 

Sue, Karen,  
Deanna, Sharon  

& Jeannie 

Sunday  
Acolytes 

Hunter Baumiller & 
Torin Monahan 

Hunter Baumiller & 
Torin Monahan 

Tenlee Koontz and 
Pate Gunderson 

Willow and Coral 
Nikkila 

~ WEDNESDAY NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE ~  

Position April 2 April 9 April 16 April 23 April 30 

 
*WN Lenten 
Meal Hosts 

GLCW Men of Grace NO WNL 
Tim and Debbie 

Patmore 
Tim and Debbie 

Patmore 

Wednesday Night 
Acolytes 

JoLei Avery and 
Khiana Williams-

Oviatt 

JoLei Avery and 
Pate Gunderson 

NO WNL 
Mason and Blain 

McGillivray 
Burke and Bryson 

Potter 
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PROJECTOR OPERATORS IN APRIL 

 1st Sunday: Debbie Patmore  
 2nd Sunday: Deb Haivala 
 3rd Sunday: Debbie Patmore 
 4th Sunday: Bob Tesch 
  
   

ALTAR GUILD IN APRIL 
Sue Whitford, Karen Hansen and Kris Little 

Serving Grace May 2025 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM 

Serving Grace sign up board is located near the entrance of the church.   
If your name is listed below, please sign up for May before April 21st. 

Aga, Karel  
Bostrom, Dorothy 
Brunner, Mildred 
Bunkowske, Matt & Carrie 
Cammack, Calvin and Kristin 
Christians, Eldon and Kathy 
Erion, Linda 
Geppert, Dan and Dawn 
Haedt, Paul 

Hemmah, Allen & Linda 
Hultman, Rick 
Huntley, Terri 
Konold, Gene and Audrey 
Koontz, Chris and Shawn 
Lange, Clay and Cinthia 
Little, Rick and Kris 
McKay, Candy 
 

Mortenson, Einar and Gail 
Nohava, Randy and Brenda 
Raforth, John and Eileen 
Rasch, Deb 
Ritten, Marie 
Swenby, Donald & Cynthia 
Tysdal, Mike and Darleen 
Williams, Jared and Andria 

Position May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 

Greeters (1) 
    

Ushers (4) 
 

Al Weidenbach and 
Brandon Caneva 

Bonnie Lange and 
David Lyons 

Boone and Caron 
Collins 

Assisting  
Ministers 

    

Lesson Reader 
(1) 

Paul Haedt    

Serving  
Communion 

Terri Huntley and     

*Coffee  
Hosts (3)   

GLC Council  
Graduation  
Reception 

 

Sunday  
Acolytes Braylee Blakeman 

and Ava Williams 
Landry and Layton 

Wilson 

Kwynnlee Meland 
and Khiana  

Williams-Oviatt 

Christian Pankratz 
and Jett Leonhardt 
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Good Friday 
April 18 

12 - 1 pm 

Five Stations  
Begin at: 

First Presbyterian Church 
Kinkade’s Funeral Chapel 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church  
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church 

End at Grace Lutheran Church 
 

Presented by local clergy and  
Sturgis Alliance of Churches 

 

Cross Walk 

Hosanna, 

Hosanna , 

in the Highest! 

Children will sing for the  
April 13, 9 am Palm Sunday  
Service. Children, choir, and 
the congregation will have a 

palm procession at 8:55 . 

Sunrise Service  
6:30 am  

Lion’s Club  
Park Pavilion   

 

Sunday April 20 

Traditional Service  
9 am 

Grace Lutheran  
Church 
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Deadline to submit items for the May 
newsletter is Monday, April 21st.  

Please send your newsletter items to Keri at gracelutheran@rushmore.com. 
Let us send you an email with a link to our newsletter when it’s posted to our website.  

If you are interested, please send your email address to the office at: 
 gracelutheran@rushmore.com or call Keri at 605-347-2713. 

 

Did you know…Our website contains the weekly worship bulletins,  
monthly newsletter, sermon broadcast, monthly calendar, Council and Committee minutes,  

and much more.  For a printed copy, see the info rack at the entrance of the church. 

        Check it out at: www.sturgisglc.org.   
 

See special events on Facebook.   

 

      Has your address or phone number changed?  
       Please let Keri know at 605-347-2713 or e-mail us at gracelutheran@rushmore.com.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Terri Huntley, Scott Hoover,  
Will Baumfalk, Kaylynn Goergen, Paulette Meland, Donzetta Strandjord, Danny  
Chapman, Barb Haivala, Ruth Mechling, George Lisko, Myles Hupp, and Laurie  
Adkins-Heydon. 
 

On-going prayers: Dan Zeiner, Paulette Walker, John Raforth, Ron Monson, Jody 
Wilke, Ethan Dschaak, Bud Rank, Dale Kreutz, Morgan Myers, Ally Tedder, Marcia 
Potts, Larry Schemmel, Joy Conway, Roger Ivers, our  homebound members and 
those serving In the military.  (Please notify the office of changes) 
 

 
 

 

 
 

MARCH ATTENDANCE  

Sundays 
Mar 2 -105 
Mar 9 -101 
Mar 16 -127 
Mar 23 -140 
Mar 30 -109 
 

Wednesdays 
Mar 5 -160 
Mar 12 -71 
Mar 26 -63 

 

 

2025 YEAR TO DATE 
 

OFFERINGS  
$65,400.56 

 
EXPENSES 
$71,505.87 

 
BUDGET  

$67,237.50 
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EGG DROP COMING  
TO A YARD NEAR YOU!! 

 

Friday April 18 
 

GLC Church Council plans to egg your yard or a  
yard of your choice with Resurrection Eggs and  

candy too. A minimum donation of $20 is requested.   
 

Call the church office at 605-347-2713. 
Reservation deadline is Friday April 11. 

 
 

 
Thank you to the members of my church  
family at Grace Lutheran for the prayers, 
cards, words of encouragement and love 

these past months during my cancer care. 
You don't know what it means until you have 

been there. I especially want to thank our 
continuing ministry with the radio broadcast.  

I am so grateful to have had that weekly  
contact when I couldn't get out. God bless 

you all. ~Bonnie Lange  
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9 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
 

The radio broadcast calendar for 2025 is posted on the bulletin board in the  
entryway of the church.  You are invited to place your name on the date you 

wish to sponsor.  You may also call the office 347-2713 to reserve a date.  The 
cost per broadcast is $65.  Partial sponsorships are invited and encouraged. 

 
 

April 6 - 
April 13 -Bud Rank, in loving memory of Sharon Rank. 
April 20 -In memory of Bud and Sharon Rank’s wedding anniversary. 
April 27 -  

Offering Information 
Send your offering to PO Box 577,  

Sturgis, SD 57785, 
or drop off at the church Office  

Mon - Fri 8 am - 12 pm / 1 pm - 5 pm 
 

To Use Venmo: 
1. Scan the QR code with  

your smartphone.                                          
2. Login or setup your  

account (first time only). 
3. Make your gift. 

 
The Red Bucket Ministry  

For the 2nd Quarter 
 
 

Sturgis Food Pantry 
 
 

Leave a donation  
in the Red Bucket  

located in the back  
of the church and 
your donation will 
help residents in 

the Meade County 
area with groceries. 

 
 

 
April 20 

Acts 10:34-43 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Corinthians 15:19-26 
Luke 24:1-12 

 
April 27 

Acts 5:27-32 
Psalm 118:14-29 
Revelation 1:4-8 
John 20:19-31 

April 6 
Isaiah 43:16-21 

Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 

John 12:1-8 
 

April 13 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 22:14--23:56 
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Grace Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

March 6, 2025 
 

Present: Diana Bauer, Jarred Curry, Jeff DeKraai, Terri Huntley, Heather Kreutz, Kelly Magdanz, 
Chris Pankratz, Bob Tesch, Jeremy Vilem, Ron Wiedmann, Robin Baldwin.  Absent: San Monahan, 
Debbie Patmore. 
Call to Order: Bob Tesch 
Devotions: Jeff DeKraai 
Adoption of Agenda:  
Approve the Secretary’s Minutes: Jeff move/S/P 
Treasure’s Report: Additions by Robin to help explain reports. 
Old Business:  
Stewardship Egg Drop: Bob will be the new bunny. Bob, Kelly and Diana will deliver the eggs.  Kelly 
will get information to Keri for the bulletin. Motion to make decision next month what the money 
raised will be used for.  Motion Jeff/S/P 
 
Audit people for Church Accounts: Two people need to be on with Pam.  Bob will talk with Pam and 
they will ask and choose two people to help with the audit.  
 
New Business: 
Money Counters 
            April 6 - Deb and Pam 
            April 13 – Jeff and Bob 
  April 20 – Jeremy, Chris, Maddie and Bob 
   April 27 – Terri, Kelly and Diana 
  May 4 -    Kelly and Pam 
 
Motion to give 2

nd
 Quarter Red Bucket money to the local Food Pantry.  Motion Chris/S/P. 

 
Mike Tysdal was unable to be a council member, Chris Pankratz will take his place. 
Chris will be on the Worship committee in place of Robin. 
 
Committee lists should be put in the Secretary report.  
 
Motion to pay for the cost ($315.88) of the new communion trays and offering plates.  
Motion Kelly/S/P 
Decision was made to keep the old offering plates.  
 
Graduation Sunday, May 18.  Council will decorate, order cake and serve the coffee hour for  
graduation.  Kelly will order the cake.  
 
Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.  
Next Meeting April 3, 2025 at 5:30 pm 
Prepared by Diana Bauer 
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Grace Lutheran Worship Committee Minutes 
Tuesday, March 18, 2025 

Pastor Kevin Jensen led the committee in a reading about St. Patrick and opened the meeting in 
prayer.  Present were Council President Bob Tesch, Council Representative Chris Pankratz, Robin 
Baldwin, Tim Patmore, Marcia Potts, Candy McKay, Pastor Kevin Jensen, and Christian and  
Marlene Kotab. 
Old Business: 
• The technology training on Feb. 26 was well attended and very informative. 
• Lenten meals will continue on March 26 (quilters), April 2 (GLCW, and April 9 (men’s group). 
• 160 people attended the Ash Wednesday service. Gratitude is extended to Tim Patmore who 

built two stands to help with the disposition of ashes.  
• The Easter Cantata performances are April 13 and 15. 
• Palm Sunday special music will be performed by the children and the adult choir.  Keri Fischer 

ordered the palms and we will look for some artificial palms for the altar bouquets.   
• We will have a PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL by the congregation.  Weather-permitting, we 

will meet either outside or in the basement and process into the church at 8:55 a.m.  The choirs 
will also process in as the first song is sung. We will have a temple talk the week before to  
explain it to the congregation. 

• The confirmands will conduct a foot-washing service on Maundy Thursday and the high school 
will conduct the Reverse Advent service on Good Friday.  Deb Haivala, Pastor Kevin Jensen, 
Michelle Williams, and Pastor Carla Nelson will assist the youth.. 

• Kris Little will help coordinate the stripping of the altar. 
• Easter services are 6:30 a.m. at the Lion’s Club Gazebo with Bob Tesch assisting Pastor Kevin. 

Tim offered to post the banner announcing the service.  Marlene will contact the Chapmans and 
Lynette Kvanvig about the lilies display.  Tim will do the sound on Easter.  No breakfast is 
planned at this time. 

• The pastors will be gone May 5-12 for their son’s wedding. 
• Pastor will meet with the Altar Guild and inquire about a representative for the Worship  

Committee. 
• The new communion ware and offering plates will be dedicated on Sunday, March 30

th
. 

• A microphone will be ordered from Haggerty’s with payment coming from undesignated funds. 
New Business: 
• The Good Friday Crosswalk is at noon and begins at the 1

st
 Presbyterian Church. All are invited. 

• The last WNL is April 30. 
• Graduation is May 18.  Kotabs will be at the Vermillion graduation. 
• Marlene and Pastor will discuss a change for special choir selections.  Following the Prayer of 

the Day doesn’t allow much time for the musicians to get to the balcony.   
• Liturgies for April 6 – Service of the Word, 13 – Palm Sunday Liturgy, 20 – Easter Liturgy, and 27 

– Holy Humor Liturgy. 
Next meeting is one week later - Tuesday, April 22

nd
 (Cantata is April 15). 

Marlene Kotab, Chairman 
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GLCW Minutes Tuesday, March 12, 2025 
 

Deb Patmore opened the meeting in Jesus’ name with 9 in attendance.   
 
Dawn Jorenson, representing Youth and Family Services (Sturgis Office), 
gave a great program outlining their work in Meade County. 
 
The minutes were approved as read. Lynette Kvanvig, Courtesy Chairman, 
sent 3 cards. 
 
Old Business:  

140-145 were served for the Ash Wednesday meal. All the food was 
used with a bit more needed.  (8 dozen buns and 2 loaves of bread,  
3 partial roasters of soups, egg, ham and cheese and PB&J  
sandwiches, and desserts were used.) There was plenty of help.  
Thanks to all who provided food and worked. 
 

April 2 is the next GLCW Lenten meal.  Ardith McFarland will bring 4 
dozen eggs. Volunteers are needed to plan and serve.  
(March 26 – quilters, April 9 – Men’s Group) 

 
New Business: 

Deb will check on the date for the Bear Butte Spring Gathering. 
   

Marcia Potts, Deb Haivala, Deb Patmore, and Marlene Kotab will 
serve on the Fall Retreat Committee.  Ideas for themes are welcomed. 
 

Pastor Carla Nelson led the Bible Study. Diana Bauer and Deb Patmore 
served as hostesses. 
 
Marlene Kotab, Secretary 
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1 JoAnn Jewell 
 
2 Dick Jewell 
   Erika Sjomeling 
 
3 Danica Dschaak 
   Joanne Keeton 
   Taylor Kreutz 
   Levi McPherson 
   Landry Wilson 
   Riley Raftevold 
 
5 Angi Bergman 
 
7 David Gehringer 
 
 
 

10 Matt Kreutz 
     Morgan Myers  
 
11 Terri Huntley 
 
12 Mike Tysdal 
 
13 Darlene Schulz 
     Madison Pankratz 
 
15 Bryan Hencke 
 
16 Sharon Assmus 
     Donna Ivers 
 
17 Amanda Karrels 
     Willow Nikkila 
 

18 Cheryl Weisz 
 
20 Christopher Meland 
     Ron Wiedmann 
     Debra Rasch 
 
21 Christine Lee 
 
28 Larry Schemmel 
     Dalyn Dschaak 
     Adonis Curry 
 
29 Claire Aldren 

  6 Larry & Ann Weitzel 
 
11 Jerry & Jeannie Humble 
 
19 Brian & Angi Bergman 

23 Mike & Darleen Tysdal 
 
27 Brandon & Laura Caneva 
 
29 Jerry & Lorayne Schaefer 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
5 pm  Kids Alive/
Confirmation 
5 pm Adult Bible Study 
5:30 pm Lenten Meal 
6:30 pm Lenten Service 
7 pm HS Youth Group 

3 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Council 
Meeting 

4 5 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
 
 

6 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
10:30 am Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
1 pm GLCW 
Exec. Meeting 
1:30 pm GLCW 
Meeting 
 
5:30 PM Mutual 
Ministry Meeting 

9 8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 pm  Kids Alive/
Confirmation 
5 pm Adult Bible Study 
5:30 pm Lenten Meal 
6:30 pm Lenten Service 
7 pm HS Youth Group 

10 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 

12 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

13 Palm Sunday 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Easter Cantata 

14 
Pastor’s Day Off 
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7 pm Easter  
Cantata 

16 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
 
NO WNL 

17 
MAUNDY 
THURSDAY 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Maundy  
Thursday Service 
hosted by the 
GLC  
Confirmation  
Students 

18 
GOOD FRIDAY 
 
12:00 pm -  
Alliance  
Crosswalk 
 
6:30 pm Reverse 
Advent Service  
Presented by 
GLC High 
School Youth 

19 
 
 

20     EASTER 
6:30 am Sunrise  
Service @Lions Club 
Pavilion 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
OFFICE CLOSED 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 

 
Newsletter  
Deadline 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Worship 
Meeting 
 

23 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
 
5 pm  Kids Alive/
Confirmation 
5 pm Adult Bible Study 
5:30 pm WNL Meal 
6:30 pm WNL Service 
7 pm HS Youth Group 

24 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 

26 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
 
 

27 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
10:30 am Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm  
Stewardship 
Meeting 

30 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
 
5 pm  Kids Alive/
Confirmation 
5 pm Adult Bible Study 
5:30 pm WNL Meal 
6:30 pm WNL Service 
7 pm HS Youth Group 

   

Grace Lutheran News and Events 
April 2025 


