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MAY2025 

 

Grace Lutheran Church Newsletter  

Christ Is Risen!  
Alleluia! 

 

 
Easter is the glorious proclamation that death does not have 
the final wordðlife in Christ does! On that first Easter  
morning, the stone was rolled away, the tomb was empty, 
and the angels declared the most joyful news ever heard: 
ñHe is not here, for He has risen, as He said.ò (Matthew 28:6) 

 
At Grace, we rejoice in this miraculous gift of the resurrection. Jesus Christ, our Savior, has 
conquered sin, death, and the grave, and through him, we, too, have the promise of eternal 
life. Because Jesus lives, we can live with hope, joy, and unshakable confidence in Godôs 
redeeming love. 
 
We have celebrated his resurrection in a sunrise service, a beautiful Easter service with a 
powerful unveiling and music about the resurrection.  We even had a great response once 
again to our Easter Bunnyôs delivery of candied eggs to lots of people. 
 
Thinking about that made me ponderðThe Empty Egg and the Full Promise.  ñLittle Emma 
sat on the church steps, turning a small plastic Easter egg over in her hands. The Easter  
service had just ended, and the joyful sounds of óChrist is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!ô 
still echoed in her heart. She had received the egg during Sunday School, where her teacher 
had told the story of Jesusô resurrection. 
 
But Emmaôs egg was empty.  Tears welled up in her eyes as she watched the other children 
open their eggs to find chocolates or small toys. She thought maybe her egg had been a 
mistake. Just as she was about to set it aside, Pastor James sat down beside her and said: 
óYou know, Emma, the empty egg is actually the best one of all. Do you remember what 
Mary and the disciples found when they went to Jesusô tomb?ô 
 
She sniffled and thought for a moment. óIt was empty?ô  óThatôs right, and because he lives, 
we have the greatest gift of allðeternal life with Him. That little empty egg? Itôs a reminder 
that the best gifts arenôt always the ones we can see. Sometimes, the greatest gift is a  
promiseðGodôs promise that Jesus has conquered death for us.ô   At this point, Emma held 
her egg close to her heart and whispered, óThank you, Jesus.ôò 
 
Alleluia, Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
><> In the joy of the Risen Christ, Pastor Kevin 
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Serving Grace May 2025 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM 

*Coffee Hostsï please bring 4 dozen cookies each, help set up, serve and clean up. 
Worship helper instructions are located in the front entryway. 

May Serving Grace Members 
 

Aga, Karel  
Bostrom, Dorothy 
Brunner, Mildred 
Bunkowske, Matt & Carrie 
Cammack, Calvin and Kristin 
Christians, Eldon and Kathy 
Erion, Linda 
Geppert, Dan and Dawn 
Haedt, Paul 
 

Hemmah, Allen & Linda 
Hultman, Rick 
Huntley, Terri 
Konold, Gene and Audrey 
Koontz, Chris and Shawn 
Lange, Clay and Cinthia 
Little, Rick and Kris 
McKay, Candy 
 
 

Mortenson, Einar and Gail 
Nohava, Randy and Brenda 
Raforth, John and Eileen 
Rasch, Deb 
Ritten, Marie 
Swenby, Donald & Cynthia 
Tysdal, Mike and Darleen 
Williams, Jared and Andria 

Position May 4 May 11 May 18 May 25 

Greeters (1) 
Ron & Gloria  
Wiedmann 

Sandy Molitor,  
Janet Johnson & 
Darlene Mullins 

High School  
Graduates 

Greg & Cherie  
Huiner 

Ushers (4) 
Gene Konold 

Al Weidenbach and 
Brandon Caneva 

Bonnie Lange and 
David Lyons 

Boone and Caron 
Collins 

Assisting  
Ministers 

Garland Dobler  Tim Patmore Tim Potts Kim Webber 

Lesson Reader 
(1) 

Paul Haedt Darlyne Kopren   

Serving  
Communion 

Terri Huntley &  
Char Wilson 

 Connie Hurlburt Darlene Mullins & 

*Coffee  
Hosts (3) 

Eldon & Kathy  
Christians, Mick & 
Connie Hurlburt, and 

Linda Erion 

Cindy Gehringer 
GLC Council  
Graduation  
Reception 

Hope Reder 

Sunday  
Acolytes Braylee Blakeman 

and Ava Williams 
Landry and Layton 

Wilson 

Kwynnlee Meland 
and Khiana  
Williams-Oviatt 

Christian Pankratz 
and Jett Leonhardt 
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PROJECTOR OPERATORS IN MAY 
 1st Sunday: Michelle Williams  
 2nd Sunday: Debbie Patmore 
 3rd Sunday: Deb Haivala 
 4th Sunday:  
  
   

ALTAR GUILD IN MAY 
Ruth Smit and Joanne Keeton 

Serving Grace June 2025 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM 

Serving Grace sign up board is located near the entrance of the church.   
If your name is listed below, please sign up for June before May 19th. 

Baldwin, Pat and Robin 
Boy, Dan and Sheri 
Chowen, Dennis  
Collins, Dan and Caron 
Crawford, Larry and Bonnie  
Goergen, Kaylynn 
Jewell, Dick and JoAnn 
Jost, Brian and Aimee 
 

Kotab, Gordon and Marlene  
Kotab, Christian  
Lisko, Russell and Patsy 
Lyons, David 
Mechling, Ruth 
Mechling, Shawn 
Rasmuson, Dean 
Rossow, Bill  
 

Schulz, Darlene 
Stroschein, Mary Ann 
Tesch, Bob 
Tucker, Lennie and Katina 
Weidenbach, Al and Pam 
Williams, Larry 

Position June 1 June 8 June 15 June 22 June 29 

Greeters (2)      

Ushers (4)  
Al Weidenbach and 
Brandon Caneva 

Bonnie Lange and 
David Lyons 

Boone and  
Caron Collins 

 

Assisting  
Ministers 

Tim Patmore Kim Weber Garland Dobler Tim Potts JD Williams 

Lesson  
Reader (1) 

     

Serving  
Communion (2) 

     

*Coffee  
Hosts (3) 

     

Sunday  
Acolytes 

Kwynnlee Meland 
and Madeline Vliem 

Jett Leonhardt and 
Braxten Bahe 

Khiana Williams-
Oviatt & Madeline 

Vilem 

Braxten Bahe and 
Danny Tedder 

Mason and Blain 
McGillvray  
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Deadline to submit items for the June 
newsletter is Monday, May 19th.  

Please send your newsletter items to Keri at gracelutheran@rushmore.com. 
Let us send you an email with a link to our newsletter when itôs posted to our website.  

If you are interested, please send your email address to the office at: 
 gracelutheran@rushmore.com or call Keri at 605-347-2713. 

 

Did you knowêOur website contains the weekly worship bulletins,  
monthly newsletter, sermon broadcast, monthly calendar, Council and Committee minutes,  

and much more.  For a printed copy, see the info rack at the entrance of the church. 

        Check it out at: www.sturgisglc.org.   
 

See special events on Facebook.   

 

      Has your address or phone number changed?  
       Please let Keri know at 605-347-2713 or e-mail us at gracelutheran@rushmore.com.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Robert Ruff, Arvid Meland, Terri  
Huntley, Kaylynn Goergen, Donzetta Strandjord, Danny Chapman, Barb Haivala,  
Ruth Mechling, George Lisko, Myles Hupp, Laurie Adkins-Heydon and the family of 
Rose Rush. 
 

On-going prayers: Dan Zeiner, Paulette Walker, John Raforth, Ron Monson, Jody 
Wilke, Ethan Dschaak, Bud Rank, Dale Kreutz, Morgan Myers, Ally Tedder, Marcia 
Potts, Larry Schemmel, Joy Conway, Roger Ivers, our homebound members and 
those serving In the military.  (Please notify the office of changes) 

 
 

 

 
 

APRIL ATTENDANCE  

Sundays 
April 6 -105 
April 13 -182 
April 20 - 253 
April 27 -111 
 
 

Wednesdays 
April 2 - 65 
April 9 -51 
April 17 - 45 
April 18 - 71 
April 23 -43 
April 30 -33 

 

2025 YEAR TO DATE 
 

OFFERINGS  
$87,267.34 

 
EXPENSES 
$93,479.64 

 
BUDGET  
$89,650.00 
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June 23 - 26 / 9 am - 12 pm  

For all children in grades  

Kindergarten - 6th 
 
 

Registration form is on the back of page  
or at www.sturgisglc.org. 

Grace Lutheran Church Vacation Bible School 

yļŕĳşřƪ Ŵǐ Ŵŉƪ ?N+ =ħřŋŕǹ 
Pictured Left to Right: Pastor Kevin Jensen, Sponsor Mildred Brunner with  
Carolyn and Robert Ruff, Robyn Fischer and Sponsor Darlene Mullins,  

Chelsea Magdanz (not pictured) and Sponsors Kris Little and Shawn Mechling 
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Grace Lutheran Church 

1061 Sherman Street, PO Box 577 
Sturgis, SD  57785     (605-347-2713) 
Church Website:  www.sturgisglc.org 

 

 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
CONSENT AND RELEASE FROM LIABILITY  

JUNE 23-26 / 9 AM ï 12 PM 
Please complete form and turn into the church office. 

 
________________________ has my permission to participate in all activities of Grace Lutheran Church.  
             (studentôs name) 
 I understand all events will have adult supervision.  In consideration of the benefits to be derived from these  
activities, I hereby voluntarily waive any claim against Grace Lutheran Church, the sponsors, and the owner/or driver 
furnishing transportation to the event.  I further agree to direct my son/daughter to conform to the fullest with the  
directions and instructions of the sponsors in charge.  This consent and release is in effect until I give Grace Lutheran 
Church written notice to the contrary. 
  
ADDRESS INFORMATION: 
Parents names: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Street:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
City:  _______________________________________________________________  ZIP:  ________________ 
  
Phone:  ________________________________________Cell:_______________________________________ 
  
E-mail:  _____________________________________________ Studentôs Birthdate:  ____________________ 
  
Grade child just finished:____________________ 
  
Does she/he have any allergies or allergic reaction to any medication or food?  ____yes  ____no  If yes, explain 
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Who is authorized to pick your child up?_________________________________________________________ 
  
Emergency Contact Name:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Work Phone:___________________ Home Phone:______________________ Cell Phone:_________________ 
  
PHOTO RELEASE AGREEMENT:  please check one statement below. Names would not be released. 
  
____  I authorize Grace Lutheran Church to include my child(ren) in pictures for church promotional use. 
____  I DO NOT authorize Grace Lutheran Church to include my child(ren) in pictures. 
  
  
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:  ______________________________________  Date ___________ 
  
 

http://www.sturgisglc.org
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Registration Form is on the back of page. 
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OUTLAW VOLKSMARCH 
Outlaw Ranch along with the Black Hills Volkssport Club is sponsoring  
a volksmarch at Outlaw Ranch near Custer on Saturday, May 24th.  
Start time is from 8:00 until 11:00 and you must finish by 2:00.  
The cost to do the walk is $4 for all participants. You will have the  

option to do a 5K (3 mile) or 10K (6 mile) hike. 

     For more information you can contact Pastor Duane Neugebauer at  

donman1948@gmail.com or 303-489-9313. 

 

 
 
 
 
Funerals & Committals 

 

April 16 - Paulette Meland 
 

In Memory of 

˭˹ Fair ˬ ˡˤ˹ 

 
Auditions 

Sunday, May 4-6:00-8:00  
and Monday, May 5ð5:00-6:30 
Grace Lutheran Church, Sturgis 
Show DatesðJune 19-22 
Sponsored by the Sturgis Area Arts Council 

mailto:donman1948@gmail.com
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9 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
 

The radio broadcast calendar for 2025 is posted on the bulletin board in the  
entryway of the church.  You are invited to place your name on the date you 
wish to sponsor.  You may also call the office 347-2713 to reserve a date.  The 
cost per broadcast is $65.  Partial sponsorships are invited and encouraged. 

 
 
 

May 4 - In memory of Brian and Keith McKay. 
May 11 - 
May 18 - 
May 25 - 

Offering Information 
Send your offering to PO Box 577,  

Sturgis, SD 57785, 
or drop off at the church Office  

Mon - Fri 8 am - 12 pm / 1 pm - 5 pm 
 

To Use Venmo: 
1. Scan the QR code with  
your smartphone.                                          
2. Login or setup your  
account (first time only). 
3. Make your gift. 

 
The Red Bucket Ministry  
For the 2nd Quarter 

 
 

Sturgis Food Pantry 
 
 

Leave a donation  
in the Red Bucket  
located in the back  
of the church and 
your donation will 
help residents in 
the Meade County 
area with groceries. 

 
 

 
May 18 

Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 148 

Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 

 
May 25 

Acts 16:9-15 
Psalm 67 

Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5 
John 14:23-29 

May 4 
Acts 9:1-6[7-20] 
Psalm 30 

Revelation 5:11-14 
John 21:1-19 

 
May 11 

Acts 9:36-43 
Psalm 23 

Revelation 7:9-17 
John 10:22-30 
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