
 
 
 

GLCW Minutes – Tuesday, August 12, 2025 
 

President Deb Patmore called the meeting to order at noon on Tuesday, August 12, 2025, with 12 in 
attendance.  All shared a delicious potluck meal.  Marlene Kotab led a devotion and song. The 
minutes were approved as read. Lynette Kvanvig, courtesy chairman, reported sending 2 cards. 
Old Business: 

• Rally Breakfast – approximately 1,400 breakfasts were served.  A profit report will be given 
after we receive the Grocery Mart bill.  David Lyons, Boone and Caron Collins, and Diana 
Bauer were commended for their leadership at the breakfast.  All were thanked for their hard 
work and dedication for this community project. 

• Quilters – Darleen Mullins and Janet Johnson reported that $3,208 worth of quilted and sewn 
goods were sold at the breakfasts. 

New Business: 

• Connie Hurlburt resigned from the treasurer’s position.  Elections are in October when a new 
treasurer will be elected.  President Deb thanked Connie for her exemplary work for GLCW. 

• Pastor Carla Nelson expressed a need for meals for the students at BHSU (12) on Mondays 
and the School of Mines (7) on Tuesdays. Any group who could provide a meal should contact 
her.  The first meal is September 8. She also requested help to clean the Luther House from 9-
11:00 am Saturday, Aug. 16. 

• Donations from the photo booth on Main Street during the Rally totaled $1,770 for our Grace 
Youth.  Thanks to all who worked. 

• The next meeting is Tuesday, Sept. 9 at 1:30 p.m.  If anyone has a good idea for a program, 
please contact Deb Patmore.  Marlene Kotab will act as hostess. 

• Pastor Carla led the Bible Study on Esther.  The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Marlene Kotab, Secretary 
 
 

Worship Committee Minutes, Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2025 
 

The Grace Worship Committee met at 5:30 p.m. Present were Pastor Kevin Jensen, Chris Pankratz, 
Marcia Potts, Marlene Kotab, and Kris Little.  Pastor gave a devotion on joy. 
Old Business: 

• The June Outdoor Service went well.  The raptor presentation was well-received. 31were in 
attendance 

• The Back-to-School Blessing Sunday is Aug. 24.  There will be a special litany with gifts for the 
children’s backpacks. 

• The first WNL and Kids’ Alive is Sept 10 with the theme – “Parables of Jesus.” Mary Kettl from 
Outlaw Ranch will give a presentation on Oct. 1st. 

• Christian ordered the new microphones and they are now in use by the pastors. 
New Business: 

• Pastor is still doing a monthly service at Dolan Creek. A resident there plays for the service. 

• The Grace Choir practices begin Sept. 7. 

• Confirmation is set for Reformation Sunday, Oct. 26. 

• Stewardship Sunday is Oct. 12 using the theme, “Grace in Action: Building a Culture of 
Generosity.” The service will be followed by a stewardship meal. 

• There is no WNL on Nov. 26 (Thanksgiving), Dec. 17 (Children’s Christmas program,), Dec. 
24th – (Christmas Eve Service at 5 p.m.) and Dec. 31 (New Year’s Eve). 

• The Community Christmas Concert is Sundy, Dec. 14 at 2 pm at the Community Center 

• The Special Grace Christmas Music Service is Sunday, Dec. 21 at 9 am. 

CHURCH MINUTES 



• Liturgies for September 7 – Rem. the Promise, 14 – Spoken, 21 - #3, and 28 – Service of the 
Word. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Marlene Kotab, Chairman 
 

Education Meeting Minutes  
August 20, 2025 

 
• Backpack blessing service will be this Sunday, August 24th.  Keychains will be handed out to 

the kids.  Pastor Carla will see if Melissa can read the prayer.  If not, Tessa will.  Marlene has a 
handout of a prayer to hand out to the parents. 

• Installation of the Education Committee will be held on Sunday, September 7th.  This includes 
teachers, committee members, kitchen staff, and all who help with Wednesday Night Live 
(WNL).  Please attend if you are able. 

• WNL starts back up on Wednesday, September 10th. 
o Pastor Carla will send letters to families reminding them to come on the 10th. 
o For the first night of the season teachers can plan something fun for their class 

(activity/craft/game) something fun to start the year off.  During music Marlene will 
discuss the importance of stewardship and will encourage kids to bring an offering to 
give at the beginning of each night of WNL. The children will decide where the offering 
will be directed. 

o Following service (7pm), Pastor will discuss the ELCA National Youth Gathering with 
any kids who will be entering 7th-11th grade this year.  The gathering is in the summer 
of 2027 in Minneapolis so we need to start planning/raising funds.  Parents are welcome 
to attend the discussion.  Tessa found a video from the 2024 gathering that we can 
show.  She will ask Mikayla to help her run the projector in the sanctuary.  

o Teachers/Volunteers are as follows: 
▪ Pre-K & K: Garland Dobler (Garland would like for parents/other volunteers to 

stay and help with class when possible) 
▪ 1st & 2nd: Tessa Gunderson 
▪ 3rd & 4th: Shawn Koontz 
▪ 5th & 6th: Andria Williams/Sherri Potter 
▪ Confirmation: Pastor Kevin/Melissa Pankratz/Mikayla Wilson 
▪ High School Youth Group: Pastor Carla/Michelle Williams/Sherri Potter/Azlyn 

Peterson(?) 
▪ Adult Bible Study Group: Pastor Carla 
▪ WNL Meals (not including Lent): Tim & Debbie Patmore 
▪ Music: Marlene Kotab 
▪ Alternate Teachers: Maddie Anderson/Vicki Monahan(?) 

o Lesson topics for the Fall/Winter are as follows: 
▪ September 10th: Fun night, teachers determine topic/activity 
▪ September 17th: Lost sheep & lost coins (Luke 15:1-10)  

▪ 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th will participate in Acolyte Training 
▪ September 24th: Two masters (Luke 16:1-13) 
▪ October 1st: Rich man & Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) 

▪ Camp Night: Mary Kettl, the wrangler from Outlaw Ranch, will be with us 
▪ October 8th: A seed of faith "mustard seed" (Luke 17: 5-10) 
▪ October 15th: 10 lepers (Luke 17:11-19) 
▪ October 22nd: Jacob wrestles (Genesis 32:22-31) 
▪ October 29th: Pharisee & tax collector (Luke 18:9-14) 
▪ November 5th: Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) 
▪ November 12th: Sadducees question (Luke 20:27-38) 



▪ November 19th: God's love is forever (Luke 21:5-19) 
▪ November 25th: No WNL (Thanksgiving break) 
▪ December 3rd: Christmas program practice 
▪ December 10th: Christmas program practice 
▪ December 17th: Christmas program 
▪ December 24th: No WNL (Christmas Eve Service) 
▪ December 31st: No WNL (Christmas break) 
▪ January 7th: Epiphany Party 
▪ January 14th: Baptism of Jesus (Matthew 3:13-17) 
▪ January 21st: The Lamb of God (Matthew 1:29-42) 
▪ January 28th: Disciples (Matthew 4:12-23)  

o Teaching materials have been ordered for PreK/K, 1st/2nd, 3rd/4th.  Andria will talk to 
Melissa to see if she should also order materials for 5th/6th. 

o Tessa will hand out acolyte schedule information on September 10 and will also email 
parents of all kids from 5th-8th grade to request schedule feedback by September 
24th.  A new acolyte schedule for this year will be handed out on October 1st. 

• Story Bibles and Spark bibles have been ordered. They will be given away during the service 
on Sunday, September 21st to the littles who haven't yet received a story bible and the 3rd 
graders who will get their big kid bibles. 

• Confirmation will be held on Sunday, October 26th 
• Thanksgiving Dinner for Seniors will be held on Sunday, November 23rd 
• The next education meeting will be held at 4pm on Wednesday, October 15th in the 

Rose Room 
Tessa Gunderson 

 
Evangelism Meeting 

August 21st 2025 
Present: Pastor Kevin, Bob Tesch, Jarred Curry, and Sheri Boy 
Opened in Prayer 
Quote: God's work, done I God's way, will never lack God's supply 
  
Went over Chapter 1 of The Invitational Christan Tells of the history of Christianity, how some 
thought the United States would be a Christian nation while others believed, yet their views 
weren't clear. Christianity was the dominant religious force in the U.S. and it peaked during the 
1950's. Church involvement peaked around the 1950's but has steadily declined since. Church 
participation has continued to steadily decline even faster. The book had some interesting 
statistics: 12-16% of Americans attend worship on a typical Sunday morning, meaning 1 in 6 
people are in church on any given Sunday.  
  
Some things to ponder: What has changed about the place of church in the world around you? 
Were you surprised to see that about 1 in 6 people attend worship each week? How has 
participation changed in the congregation you have been part of? What changes in practice has 
the congregation already implemented in response to the changing times about you.  
  
We will plan to hang door hangers in neighborhoods in December, that let people know about 
Grace Lutheran. Still looking at the prices for yard signs, hope to have available in time for Easter. 
Photo Directory for church is still being researched. 
Closed in prayer using the prayer at the end of chapter 1  
  
Next meeting, September 18th   
God's Blessings,  
Sheri Boy 


