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NOVEMBER2024 

 

Grace Lutheran Church Newsletter 

Thanksgiving, Advent & 
Special 50

th
 Anniversary 

 

 
In late November we celebrate our Thanksgiving Day, but  
it is also the beginning of the season of Advent.  During  
Advent, we prepare for the coming Christ child and what it 
means to encounter God in a special way.   
 

But in a sense our Advent at Grace started in October!   
During our Consecration Sunday we remembered that our 

giving is an act of worship. By filling out our Estimate of Giving cards in worship, we were  
reminded to give of our time, talents and treasures in embracing God’s presence in our lives.  
 

Advent is also invites us to reflect on “God’s work, our hands” in the world.  And there is 
something special going on in Brazil. It involves the kilombola — descendants of the 4.5  
million enslaved Africans brought to Brazil between 1570 and 1857, and how their modern 
descendants live today.  
 

By our standards, their farms are small—only about five acres. Given the frequent droughts, 
inadequate infrastructure and insufficient legal or political protections, making a living in this 
community can be incredibly difficult.  
 

As Edward Shore describes in the Texas Law Review, “Wherever there was slavery, there 
was also resistance — which assumed many forms. One such form of resistance was the 
formation of communities by [people who had escaped enslavement], known in Brazil as 
mocambos and kilombolas,” meaning hideouts or encampments. 
 

It took a century after Brazilian slavery ended in 1888, for a new constitution in Brazil  
to protect Afro Brazilians’ rights, especially the right to land. Shore writes, “Brazil, the  
last country in the Americas to abolish slavery (in 1888) became the first country to  
constitutionally guarantee the collective land rights of the descendants of enslaved people.” 
 

Through our support of ELCA World Hunger, we help the kilombola in Brazil gain access to 
seeds, training, and a market for their crafts.  Truly, in this 50

th
 year of our hunger ministry, 

we are blessed to be providing hope and love to a faraway people, yet a people loved and 
cherished by our loving God. 
 

If you haven’t given a gift to ELCA World Hunger, now is the time to do it as a special way of 
celebrating Thanksgiving and the coming of the Christ child! 

Love them like Jesus, 
><> Pastor Kevin 
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Serving Grace November 2024 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM 

*Coffee Hosts– please bring 4 dozen cookies each, help set up, serve and clean up. 
Worship helper instructions are located in the front entryway. 

November Serving Grace Members 
 

Avery, Dan and Dadra 
Bauer, Diane 
Berg, Randy and Connie 
Brunner, Mildred 
Caneva, Brandon 
Haugen, Tyler and Dee 
Hencke, Bryan and Tammy  
Kelly, Matt and Amanda 
Koontz, Chris and Shawn 
Lange, Clay and Cinthia 

Little, Rick and Kris 
Magdanz, Thomas and Kelly 
McGillivray, Brandon &  
      Maranda 
Mechling, Ruth 
Mechling, Shawn 
Nikkila, Doug and Brandy 
Nohava, Randy and Brenda 
Rossow, Bill  
Swenby, Don and Cynthia 

Weimer, Jan 
Walker (Weisz), Chaska 
Weisz, Richard and Cheryl 
Weitzel, Larry and Ann 
Wiedmann, Ron and Gloria 
Williams, Larry 

Position Nov 3 Nov 10 Nov 17 Nov 24 

Greeters (1) 
Randy Carlson & 
Denise Petrowske 

Cindy & Clay Lange GLCW Women 
Mary Ellen & Dale 

Kreutz 

Ushers (4) 
Brandy Nikkila and 

Dennis Chowen 
Al Weidenbach and 

Brandon Caneva 
Bonnie Lange  

Boone and Caron 
Collins 

Assisting  
Ministers 

Tim Patmore Garland Dobler Kim Webber Tim Potts 

Lesson Reader 
(1) 

Paul Haedt Shirley Halverson 
Mary Ann  
Stroschein 

 

Serving  
Communion 

Denise Petrowske Diana Bauer 
Debbie Patmore 

Terri Huntley 
Brandy Nikkila and 

Dennis Chowen 

*Coffee  
Hosts (3) Diana Bauer & Bob 

and Deb Haivala 
Maddie Anderson 

and Kendra Jensen 

Hope Rede,  
Debbie Patmore & 
Lynette Kvanvig 

No Coffee Hour 
Thanksgiving Meal 

Sunday  
Acolytes Torin Monahan and 

Jett Leonhardt 
Danny Tedder and 
Christian Pankratz 

Willow and Coral 
Nikkila 

Braylee Blakeman 
and Ava Williams 

~ WEDNESDAY NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE ~  

Position Nov 6 Nov 13 Nov 20 

 
*WNL  

Meal Hosts 

Tim and Debbie 
Patmore 

Tim and Debbie 
Patmore 

Tim and Debbie 
Patmore 

Wednesday Night 
Acolytes 

Khiana Williams-
Oviatt and 

Tenlee Koontz  

Mason and Blain 
McGillvray 

Burke and Bryson 
Potter 
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PROJECTOR OPERATORS IN NOVEMBER 

 1st Sunday: Debbie Patmore  
 2nd Sunday:  
 3rd Sunday: Michelle Williams 
 4th Sunday:  
  

ALTAR GUILD IN NOVEMBER 
Mikayla Wilson and Heather Kreutz 

Serving Grace December 2024 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM 

Serving Grace sign up board is located near the entrance of the church.   
If your name is listed below, please sign up for December before November 18th. 

Atyeo, Tim and Tonya 
Baldwin, Pat and Robin 
Bostrom, Dorothy 
Collins, Dan and Caron 
Dobler, Ward and Garland 
Gunderson, Al and Tessa 
Haivala, Bob and Debbie 
Heikes, Rod and Shannon 
Huntley, Terri 

Lyons, David 
Meland, Arvid and Paulette 
Molitor, Sandy 
Morgan, Joan 
Myers, Tim and Misty 
Patmore, Tim and Debbie 
Raforth, John and Eileen 
Rasch, Deb 
Sigman, Ted  

Stroschein, Mary Ann 
Tucker, Lennie and Katina 
Weidenbach, Al and Pam 
Williams, Jared and Andria 
Wilson, Char 
Wolf, Jake and Rosalie 
Workentine, Doris 
Zeiner, Dan and Ramona 

Position Dec 1 Dec 8 Dec 15 Dec 22 Dec 24 Dec 29 

Greeters (2) 
Tim & Debbie  

Patmore 
Mike & Darleen  

Tysdal 
    

Ushers (4) Brandy Nikkila 
Al Weidenbach 
and Brandon 

Caneva 

Bonnie Lange 
and David Lyons 

Boone and  
Caron Collins 

  

Assisting  
Ministers 

 Garland Dobler Kim Webber Tim Patmore  JD Williams 

Lesson  
Reader (1) 

 Tim Patmore   Danica Dschaak  

Serving  
Communion 

  Garland Dobler  
Shanna, Ethan & 
Dalyn Dschaak 

 

*Coffee  
Hosts (3) 

 
The Dobler & 

Kreutz’s Families 
  

No Coffee Hour 
Christmas Eve 

 

Sunday  
Acolytes 

Landry & 
Layton Wilson 

Hunter Baumiller 
& Braxten Bahe 

Jett Leonhardt & 
Torin Monahan 

Christian Pankratz 
& Danny Tedder 

Mason & Blain 
McGillvray 

Willow & Coral 
Nikkila 
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Pastor Kevin Jensen, Jenika Leonhardt, Kaydence Aldren, Lily Wilson, Quintin Kelly, 
Talen Koontz and Pastor Carla Nelson (not pictured Levi McPherson) 

2024 
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Deadline to submit items for the December 
newsletter is Monday, November 18th.  

Please send your newsletter items to Keri at gracelutheran@rushmore.com. 
Let us send you an email with a link to our newsletter when it’s posted to our website.  

If you are interested, please send your email address to the office at: 
 gracelutheran@rushmore.com or call Keri at 605-347-2713. 

 

Did you know…Our website contains the weekly worship bulletins,  
monthly newsletter, sermon broadcast, monthly calendar, Council and Committee minutes,  

and much more.  For a printed copy, see the info rack at the entrance of the church. 

        Check it out at: www.sturgisglc.org.   
 

See special events on Facebook.   

 

      Has your address or phone number changed?  
       Please let Keri know at 605-347-2713 or e-mail us at gracelutheran@rushmore.com.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Danny Chapman, Barb Haivala, Darlene 
Mullins, Garey Rice, Ruth Mechling, Dallas Floor, John Raforth, George Lisko,  
Tammie Melby, Laurie Adkins-Heydon, DeWayne Hayes, Myles Hupp and the family 
of Patricia Freeman (Bob Tesch’s mother).  
 

On-going prayers: Ron Monson, Ethan Dschaak, Paulette Walker, Bud Rank, Jody 
Wilke, Dale Kreutz, Morgan Myers, Ally Tedder, Marcia Potts, Larry Schemmel, Joy 
Conway, Roger Ivers, our  homebound members and those serving in the military.  
(Please notify the office of changes) 

 
 

 

 
 

OCTOBER ATTENDANCE  

Sundays 
Oct 6 - 117 
Oct 13 - 118 
Oct 20 - 110 
Oct 27 - 163 
 

Wednesdays 
Oct 2 - 45 
Oct 9 - 29 
Oct 16 - 47 
Oct 23 - 61 
Oct 30 - 40 

 

2024 YEAR TO DATE 
 

OFFERINGS  
$197,386.88 

 
EXPENSES 
$213,013.91 

 
BUDGET  

$213,166.70 
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The Semi-Annual Congregational  
Meeting is Nov. 17, 2024 

 

    Immediately following the service, the 2025 Budget 
will be presented and a Nominating Committee  

for church council will be elected. 

Sunday, Nov. 17  
Women’s Thankoffering  

 
The generous Thankofferings by all women  

of the church help support the ongoing  
ministries of the churchwide women’s  

organization, justice and advocacy work, and 
so much more. Come celebrate the work of 

the Grace Lutheran Church Women.  

Nov. 10th, 2024 Military  
Appreciation Sunday  

 

FALL BACK 
SUNDAY 

NOV. 3, 2023 

Thanksgiving  
Dinner 

 

Sunday November 24, 11:30 a.m. 
 

The youth group will be hosting the  
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner for the  
Seniors of Grace. Anyone 60 years  

old or older is invited to attend.   
 

Please RSVP by  
November 15,  

to the church office 
605-347-2713. 

 
Following the dinner, 

please join in  
decorating the church 
for Christmas. All are 

invited to help. 
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9 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
 

The radio broadcast calendar for 2024 is posted on the bulletin board in the  
entryway of the church.  You are invited to place your name on the date you 

wish to sponsor.  You may also call the office 347-2713 to reserve a date.  The 
cost per broadcast is $65.  Partial sponsorships are invited and encouraged. 

 

 

Nov 3 - Ken & Jean Beug, in honor of Brail Awareness and their  
             great-granddaughter Eeiakh Beug. 
Nov 10 - Dan and Sheri Boy, in memory of Merle Boy. 
Nov 17 - In thanks to the Altar Guild. 
Nov 24 -Doris Workentine 

Offering Information 
Send your offering to PO Box 577,  

Sturgis, SD 57785, 
or drop off at the church Office  

Mon - Fri 8 am - 12 pm / 1 pm - 5 pm 
 

To Use Venmo: 
1. Scan the QR code with  

your smartphone.                                          
2. Login or setup your  

account (first time only). 
3. Make your gift. 

 
The Red Bucket Ministry  

For the 4th Quarter 
 

Sturgis Alliance of Churches 
 

 
Leave a donation  
in the Red Bucket  

located in the  
back of the  

church and your 
donation will help 
local families who 

are in need of funds 
for housing,  

groceries, medicine 
and utilities.  

 
November 17 
Daniel 12:1-3 

Psalm 16 
Hebrews 10:11-14[15-18]19-25 

Mark 13:1-8 
 

November 24 
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 

Psalm 93 
Revelation 1:4b-8 

John 18:33-37 

November 3 
Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

Psalm 119:1-8 
Hebrews 9:11-14 
Mark 12:28-34 

 
November 10 

1 Kings 17:8-16 
Psalm 146 

Hebrews 9:24-28 
Mark 12:38-44 
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AUGUST 2024 - FEBRUARY 2025 
PLANNED GENEROSITY 

NOVEMBER 3:  Skip the Tax!   What if you could skip the tax on your required minimum  
distribution and make a meaningful gift to support our ministries at Grace instead?   An IRA  
Charitable Rollover also reduces your taxable income without the need to itemize deductions.   
(Everyone over age 70 1/2 is eligible to make a tax-free gift from an IRA, even if you're not yet  
receiving RMDs.)  Contact Kathy McHenry of Lutheran Planned Generosity of South Dakota, at 
605.274.5030 or www.lpgsd.org for information about this and more tax-efficient ideas.   
 

NOVEMBER 10:  Who is your generosity hero?    Take a moment to think about someone 
whose life reflects their faith through a generous heart and giving spirit.  What about their words 
and actions inspires you?   Perhaps you are a generosity hero to others, or would like to be one.   
If your faith is calling you to lead by example with generosity, Lutheran Planned Generosity of 
South Dakota can help.  Call 605.274.5030 or email lpgsd@sdsynod.org to be someone’s hero. 
 
NOVEMBER 17:  Can you imagine?  It’s a guessing game, and numbers vary, but many  
experts state that if everyone made a gift to their local congregation as a part of their legacy plan 
(anywhere between 2.5% and 10%), there would never be a need to pass an offering plate.  Can 
you imagine?  Lutheran Planned Generosity of South Dakota is a free service provided by the SD 
Synod and ELCA ministry partners across the state to help you create an estate plan honoring 
your faith and supporting your family.  Visit www.lpgsd.org for more information.  
 

NOVEMBER 24:  The Best Laid Plans!  Have recent tax law changes thrown a wrench into your 
plans for an inherited IRA benefitting your children at your death? Contact Kathy McHenry, Exec. 
Director of Lutheran Planned Generosity of SD, at 605.274.5030 or kmchenry@sdsynod.org for 
information about alternatives that allow you to spread the gift of your IRA over your children’s or 
grandchildren’s lifetimes and create a legacy gift to support your favorite ministries. 
 
DECEMBER 1:  It’s not too late.  Give your family the gift of a carefully thought-out estate plan  
by starting the work now!  With the FREE online estate planning tools provided by Lutheran 
Planned Generosity of SD, you can place an envelope under the Christmas tree with copies of 
your completed/updated legacy documents. This gift of peace of mind, preserved relationships, 
and a testament to your faith and values is always the right size and might be the best present 
you’ve ever given. Contact Lutheran Planned Generosity of South Dakota at 605.274.5030 or 
lpgsd@sdsynod.org for help getting started.     

Kathy J. McHenry, Executive Director 
Lutheran Planned Generosity of South Dakota 

Augustana University Campus 
Office:  605.274.5030                                        2001 S. Summit Avenue                                           Cell:  605.868.8754 
kmchenry@sdsynod.org                                    Sioux Falls, SD 57197                                                  www.lpgsd.org 

http://www.lpgsd.org
http://www.lpgsd.org
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1 Lorayne Schaefer 
   Levi Sjomeling 
 
2 Brennen Aldren 
 
3 Allan Weidenbach 
 
4 Tessa Gunderson  
 
5 Tim Atyeo 
 
6 Arvid Meland 
   Rosalie Wolf 
 
7 Kainoa Pua 
   Allen Hemmah 
   Brandy Nikkila 
 
8 Michael Erion 
   Teddy Sigman 

9 Deb Haivala 
   Kathy O’Dea 
 
10 Zachary Bergman 
     James Heinert 
     Morgan Myers 
 
11 Clay Lange 
     Allen Hemmah 
 
12 Darla DeKraai 
 
14 Dale Kreutz 
     Kaitlin Haier 
 
15 Garland Dobler 
 
16 Lynelle Chapman 
 
17 Jan Weimer 

19 Cole Hemmah 
     Heather Kreutz 
     Tenlee Koontz 
     Kaylynn Goergen 
 
20 Grant Rush 
 
24 Todd Collins 
 
26 Jeff Ward 
 
27 Catherine Selting 
 
28 Josslyn Bahe 
 
29 Pete Wilson 

21 Rick & Kris Little 
 

22 John & Eileen Raforth 
 

23 Pete & Mikayla Wilson 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
 
 

3 All Saints Sunday 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
10:30 am Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 

5 
 
 
 

6 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
5 pm Kids Alive/
Confirmation 
5 pm Adult Bible Study 
5:30 pm WNL Meal 
6:30 pm WNL Service 
7 pm HS Youth Group 

7 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Council 
Meeting 

8 
 

9 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

10  
Military Appreciation 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
 
 
 
 

11 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Choir 

12 
 
 
1:00 pm GLCW 
Exec. Mtg. 
1:30 pm GLCW 
Meeting 
 
5:30 pm  
Consecration 
Sunday Team 
Mtg. 

13 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
5 pm Kids Alive/
Confirmation 
5 pm Adult Bible Study 
5:30 pm WNL Meal 
6:30 pm WNL Service 
7 pm HS Youth Group 

14 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 

16 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
 
 
 

17 GLCW                                                                                                 
Thankoffering  
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
10:00 am Semi-Annual 
Congregational Mtg 
10:00 am Coffee Hour  
10:30 am Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 

Newsletter  
Deadline 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Worship 
Meeting 
 

20 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
 
5 pm Kids Alive/
Confirmation 
5 pm Adult Bible Study 
5:30 pm WNL Meal 
6:30 pm WNL Service 
7 pm HS Youth Group 

21 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Evangelism 
Meeting 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
w/ Pastor Dan Johnson 
10:00 am Choir 
 
11:30 am Thanksgiving 
Meal 
 
12:30 pm Decorate 
church for Christmas 
following the dinner  
 
 
 

25 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 
 

26 27 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

29 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

30 

Grace Lutheran News and Events 
November 2024 


