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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA 
 

2023 ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Call to Order 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Congregational Meeting 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 
Proposed Budget for 2023 
 
Approval of 2023 Budget 
 
Normally a Thank You to outgoing members, this year we have no outgoing 
members 
 
Congregation Council President Report 
 
Pastor’s Report 
 
Old Business:  
 
New Business: 

 

 

 



5 

2022 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

 President – Brandon Caneva 

 Vice President – Clay Lange  

 Secretary – Mikayla Wilson 

 Treasurer – Robin Baldwin 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Building (Facilities) Committee                    David Lyons and Clay Lange  

  

Youth & Education Committee            Mikayla Wilson and Debbie Patmore        
Evangelism Committee                     Clay Lange, Dennis Chowen and 

                                                                          Linda Hemmah 

Stewardship Committee                    Brandon Caneva, San Monahan and 

                                                                          Kelly Magdanz 

Worship & Music Committee             Robin Baldwin 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES – 

 

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH – Michelle Williams and Dadra Avery 

 

CONFIRMATION – Julie King 

 

PRE CONFIRMATION -Spring 2022 - Michelle Williams, Fall 2022 - Tessa Gunderson  

                                 

LIBRARY – Norma Tesch and Diana Bauer 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN – President – Debbie Patmore 

 

QUILTERS – Sue Whitford and Marlene Adolph 

 

2022 GRACE LUTHERAN ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE -  

 JD Williams & Robin Baldwin 
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA 
2022 Annual Meeting  

Date 1-09-22 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Hello from your 2022 church council! Let me start with the great news,  
as you all know we just celebrated Advent and having Pastors Kevin and 
Carla has truly been a blessing. I want to personally thank everyone  
involved in bringing them to Grace Lutheran, from the hard work by Keri, 
the Call Committee, and the Church Council.  
 
As you may have noticed there are new Bible Study groups, please take 
some time and consider attending one of them. 
 
It has been wonderful to see people returning to church to celebrate the 
season. Saying that, I would like to remind everyone that the Serving 
Grace Signup Board has become an issue as we are still seeing a lack of 
volunteers, so please sign up as there are plenty of openings. 
 
In today’s congregational meeting, we will be voting on our proposed 2023 
budget, which we shared at the semi-annual meeting in December and  
we hope it will meet your approval. As you will notice, our budget has  
increased due to having Pastors on our payroll & insurance. We are still  
financially sound and this budget reflects that and our commitment to  
remain in that position. 
 
We also did give raises to our staff this year, we have a phenomenal staff 
that truly deserves it. 
 
The Parsonage remodel is totally complete, we budgeted $12,000 out of 
church funds. The project only used $5,629 of that $12,000. Totally due to 
donations of $9,950 earmarked for the remodel. 
 
I will close this report by saying it has been my honor and privilege to serve 
and preside on this church council, and as this is my second consecutive 
term as President per the Constitution, we have elected a new President 
and Kelly Magdanz has graciously accepted, but I will remain on the  
council and have been elected as Vice President. Every member of our 
congregation is really wonderful, and truly a family, thank you and God 
bless. 
 
Brandon Caneva, 2022 Council President 
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January 15, 2023 
Grace Lutheran Senior Pastor’s  

Annual Report 
 

 
 
 As we journey into this New Year, I hope we spend some moments pondering 
that a child sleeping in a manger in Bethlehem would grow up to be our Savior. In  
order to arrive there for the census, Joseph and Mary had to travel more than 70 miles 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem on foot. Mary is often shown on a donkey but there is no 
mention of a donkey in St. Luke’s gospel. In other words, it is likely that pregnant Mary 
walked the whole way!   
 Beloved in Christ, she made a great sacrifice on our behalf and our Lord made 
an even bigger one for us on the cross to save us. And don’t forget, there are lots of 
people making sacrifices for us today. We have a number of young adults from our 
church and other area churches serving and making sacrifices to preserve our  
country’s peace and security.  Indeed, they serve faithfully, along with our fire fighters, 
police, first responders, farmers, ranchers and those who keep our power on in spite 
of harsh winter weather.  
 Recently, I caught glimpses of fire fighters practicing water rescues on the ice on 
a bitter cold day in Sioux Falls.  Brrr, it looked cold! On another cold and icy day, I saw 
firefighters on a high ladder truck spraying water on the soccer fields south of I-229.  I 
thought to myself: “I’m glad I don’t have to do that!”  But here’s the deal—when you 
are on a rescue crew—you have to be battle tested! You have to do those drills so 
you’re ready for the real thing when it happens.   
 Jesus was ready when the time came.  Matthew 4 tells of the personal  
preparation of Jesus. Our Lord overcame three temptations, demonstrating His  
sinlessness and his complete commitment to God. With his humanity and  obedience 
in tact, Jesus was ready to live in intimate union with God the Father. 
 We are called to the same intimate relationship with the divine. Pondering this 
causes me to think of St, Paul’s prayer for the believers in Ephesians 3:17-18: “May 
your roots go down deep into the soil of God’s marvelous love. And may you have the 
power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and 
how deep God’s love really is.” Deep roots are important.  A winter hoar frost can  
create a magical glittering on the trees in the morning sunlight. But if the trees weren’t 
rooted so deep they could never withstand our winter winds and weather!  Biologists 
tell us most hardwoods have as many roots below the ground as there is tree above 
ground.  
 Truly, God wants us to be rooted deeply in God’s love just as the trees are  
rooted deeply to the earth. I pray the story of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem is deeply  
rooted in all of our hearts so we can T-O-J-A: Trust Only Jesus Always! 
 
In the joy of the Christ child, 
Pastor Kevin 
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2022 New Members  
 

David and Lydia Gibson 

Janet Johnson 

Russell and Patsy Lisko 

 

2022 Baptisms  

Waylon Dean Caneva 
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IN MEMORIUM 

Remembering those who have departed this life this past year.   
Many were near and dear to the Grace Lutheran Church family.  

Their funerals were conducted at Grace Lutheran  
or under our care and ministry. 

 

Vernon Ross* 
 

Donald Workentine* 
 

Dalza Satrang* 
 

Katie Niederwerder* 
 

Colleen Hammond* 
 

Marguerite Kleven* 
 

Sam Erion* 
 

Vivian Hebrest* 
 

Terry Wilson 
 

Mary Lou Marty 
 

Pam Pletan* 
 

Ernie Miller* 
 

Dode Lee* 
 
 

*Members 
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2022 WORSHIP COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 

The Grace Lutheran Worship Committee members include Marlene and Christian Kotab,  
Tim Patmore, Marcia Potts, Robin Baldwin, Ruth Mechling, and Candy McKay.  The committee 
meets monthly on the 3

rd
 Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.  We plan, lead, and implement worship and the  

music ministries of the congregation.  We thank God for Office Manager Keri Fischer, the dedicated 
musicians, technical staff (sound techs and projectionists), and worship leaders who volunteer their 
time every week throughout the entire year. 
 
Sunday/Wednesday Night Live: We were thankful to return to regular services after the pandemic 
which changed everything about worship in 2020-2021.  With the vacancy left by the resignation  
of Pastor Kris Garlick in 2021, we continued services with Pastor Duane Neugebauer and other  
pastors who blessed us at each service.  Keri Fischer was instrumental in organizing pulpit supply 
for the 14 months we were without a pastor.  Weekly musicians included Marcia Potts, Tammy  
Hencke, Christian and Marlene Kotab at WNL, and our faithful Sunday music leaders Dan  
Chapman, Danilee Pudwill, Candy McKay, and Marlene Kotab. Readers, acolytes, Altar Guild,  
assistant ministers (Tim Patmore, Tim Potts, J.D. Williams, Kim Webber, and Garland Dobler), and 
other volunteers continue to make our services meaningful and to make the radio broadcast a  
blessing to those who worship at home. WNL meals were again prepared by the Patmore/Berg 
Family and the GLCW during Lent. The adult choir began singing again.  Gary Meyer often blessed 
us with his own original songs. 
 
Easter/Lent: Lenten worship included the use of “Witnesses to Christ: People from His Passion.”  
Pastor Duane, with help from Tim Patmore, highlighted characters from the Passion Story. The  
children and adult choirs sang for Palm Sunday. Candy McKay led the stop at Grace by the Good 
Friday Crosswalk participants.  We did not have a Sunrise Service because of the early time Pastor 
Duane would have to leave his Hermosa home to conduct a 6:30 a.m. service. 
 
Graduation: Three high school graduates, Elizabeth Aga, Carson Pankratz, and Gage Shoun, were 
honored with a special service on Sunday, May 22. 
 
Back-to-School Blessing: A special back-to-school blessing at the August 28

th
 service was  

followed by an ice cream social during the coffee hour.  Tessa Gunderson purchased gifts for each 
child and gave each a prayer card. 
 
Confirmation: Pastor Neugebauer confirmed Faith King, Korbin Meland, Hayden Rock, and Blake 
Williams on Nov. 6. 
 
Christmas: The church was decorated on Sunday, Nov. 20. Families (Meland, Wilson, Boy,  
Williams, and Duprel) read the Advent Wreath Readings.  The Christmas Music Service was  
December 18 with the Christmas story read by Austin Atyeo, Dalyn Dschaak, Blake Williams, and 
Isla Rohde. The Christmas Eve Service was well-attended as Grace celebrated Jesus’ birth. 
 
Call Process:  Marlene Kotab represented the worship team on the call committee. After over a 
year filled with prayer, interviews, and meetings, Grace celebrated the installation of Pastors Kevin 
Jensen and Carla Nelson on December 4.  God is good and we are now blessed with two caring 
pastors who will lead our church forward into 2023. 
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EDUCATION AND YOUTH COMMITTEE  ANNUAL REPORT 

No Report 

 EVANGELISM COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 

 

No Report 

 GRACE LUTHERAN STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 
   Various temple talks on raising money for the parsonage remodel were had.  We budgeted 
$12,000 and due to numerous donations we spent $5600.  This is a completed project. 
   We discussed having a Stewardship Sunday to brainstorm ways to raise funds for the church.  We 
would like Pastor Jonathan Steiner to visit and speak on this topic. 
   The Easter Egg Drop Drive was a great success again and $650 was raised for the outdoor railing 
project. 
 
Brandon Caneva 
Kelly Magdanz 
San Monahan 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 

   With the end of 2022 I found everything in good order.  With the help of all the volunteers that 
made the work on the parsonage happen, thank you.  
   The year came with a break in at the church and a decision was made to install security cameras.  
Five were installed and we want to thank Tim Fischer (Keri’s husband) for the help with the  
installation of the cameras. 
   The year also had normal up keep of the church with snow removal and lawn care.  A thank you to 
Tim Patmore for the snow removal and those that helped after the December snow storm.  Thank 
you to the volunteers with the help of mowing the lawn and trimming the bushes. 
   With no major problems the year was a good one.  Looking forward to 2023. 
 
Property Manager David Lyons 

 

 GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH LIBRARY 
 

No Report 
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Grace Lutheran Church Women 
 

Grace Lutheran Women meet on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm to conduct 
business. Rachel Circle meets at 1:30 in the afternoon on the fourth Tuesday of each month 
and Mary Circle will still meet in the evening at 7:00.  We supply a booklet with a list of each 
circle members and a calendar of events for the year. If you are a woman or confirmed young 
lady member of Grace Lutheran Church, you automatically become a member of a circle. 
Providing a day and evening  time for a circle to meet we hope you are able to join us for a  
bible lesson, business meeting and of course fellowship. We welcome you all.  
 
 The women of Grace Lutheran Church have been a part of Grace Lutheran since the  
beginning and will be in the future a very vital part of this congregation.  We need your  
participation to keep this founding legacy thriving. The women of Grace Lutheran are busy  
in a variety of ways to see to the need of many organizations. Every season of the church  
calendar, every Sunday and every Wednesday service, the Altar Guild is busy making sure 
that Grace Lutheran is ready for a service. Whether it is setting up for Holy Communion,  
making sure that the candles have oil or changing the paraments on the altar and pulpit. 
Come Wednesday morning a group is making quilts for Lutheran World Relief, Cornerstone 
Mission, Behavior Management, Crisis Intervention to name a few of the organizations that 
reap the benefits of these quilts. The women and helpers make many type of kits for Lutheran 
World Relief. These kits are School Kits, Baby Care Kits and Personal Care Kits. The women 
serve many meals: coffee hour, soup suppers for Lent, funeral luncheons and of course the 
Rally Breakfast. We have food drives for Kiwanis, personal care products for Crisis Center, 
the women are involved with the community along with Grace Lutheran Church. 
 
We were blessed to be back to a normal year in 2022 as Grace Lutheran Church Woman. 
They were able to  fulfill most of their normal endeavors that was available within the church 
and community.  The quilters started meeting back at the church on Wednesday morning.  
Cards and calls were made to the shut ins and members to keep in touch with each other.  
The women voted to have the Rally Breakfast.  It was a success and many of our biker  
friends were back and glad to see us.   We were a little concerned about fulfilling our yearly 
obligations as we did not have the revenue from the Rally breakfast.   It was also time to start  
nominations for new officers.  Blessings to these women as they all decided to keep their  
position for this following year of 2023.   Thank you for your service. 
 
October found GLCW holding their 2

nd
 annual Holiday Church Bazaar .  It was a fun time and 

yes we did make a little money to help with the budget.   Thank you to all of the helpers and 
participants.  We plan on continuing this bazaar in the coming year of 2023. 
 
Thankoffering Sunday was held in November with a skit and temple talk. Thank you women of 
Grace for your donations to the Women of ELCA and their charitable organizations.  
 
December and Christmas… It was nice to be able to put our Christmas packages together 
and delivered to our shut ins this year.  We feel very blessed to have 2 new pastors this 
Christmas season. Welcome Pastor Carla and Pastor Kevin.  
 
Wishing you a very blessed 2023! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Debbie Patmore, GLCW President 
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