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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH – ELCA 
 

2026 ANNUAL MEETING AGENDA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Call to Order 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Congregational Meeting 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 
Budget for 2026 
 
Thank You to outgoing member -San Monahan 
 
Congregation Council President Report 
 
Pastor’s Report 
 
Old Business:  
 
New Business: 
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2025 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL 

 President – Bob Tesch 

 Vice President – Heather Kreutz 

 Secretary – Diana Bauer 

 Treasurer – Robin Baldwin 

 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

Building (Facilities) Committee                    Paul Haedt and Brandon Caneva 

  

Youth & Education Committee            Debbie Patmore and Terri Huntley       

 

Evangelism Committee                     Bob Tesch 

 

Stewardship Committee                    Brandon Caneva & San Monahan  

                                                                        

Worship & Music Committee             Chris Pankratz 

 

 

SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH – Pastor Carla and Michelle Williams  

 

CONFIRMATION – Pastor Kevin  

 

PRE CONFIRMATION -Andria Williams  

                                 

LIBRARY –  

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN – President – Debbie Patmore 

 

QUILTERS – Darlene Mullins and Marlene Adolph 

 

2025 GRACE LUTHERAN ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE - JD Williams, Tim Potts, 

Robin Baldwin, Ethan Dschaak, Linda Hemmah & Shawn Mechling  
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Grace Lutheran Church Annual Meeting 
January 12, 2025 

 
Call to order:  Kelly 
 
Prayer: Kelly 
 
Adoption of Agenda: M/S/P 
 
Treasurer’s Report: No questions 
 
Budget for 2025 
 
New Council Members: Terri Huntley, Jeremy Vliem, Ron Wiedmann, Jarred Curry and Mike Tysdal. 
 
Thank you to outgoing members – Brandon Caneva, David Lyons, Robin Baldwin, Madison  
Pankratz and Mikayla Wilson. 
 
Congregation Council President Report 
 
Pastor’s Report 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business:  
 Installation of New Council members will be January 19, 2025. 

Need two people to attend the Bear Butte Conference February 23, 2025 and ELCA South 
Dakota Synod Assembly May 30-31, 2025.  
 

Motion to adjourn: M/S/P 
 
Prepared by Diana Bauer 
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2025 PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
 

  Greetings from your Council President. As 2025 ends, and my first year as your 
Council President I want to thank you for the opportunity to lead the Council. As in 
every organization I am a part of, I have learned that it takes everyone pulling in the 
same direction to be successful. Everyone who volunteers with time, talents and treas-
ures we all have something to offer. A simple “Thank You” to everyone who are the 
moving parts that makes this a Great Congregation.  
 
Everyone who helps with Acolytes, Altar Guild, Communion helpers, Lesson Readers, 
Music, Assisting Ministers, Coffee Hosts, Sound, Projection Operators, Ushers,  
Greeters. Let’s not forget the various Committees Property, Endowment, Education, 
Stewardship, Evangelism, Mutual Ministry, Worship, GLCW, Custodian, Office Staff 
and let’s not forget our Pastors. Everyone adds a little or a lot to make a Congregation.  
 
We truly appreciate seeing new faces and regular attendees alike at our Wednesday 
and Sunday services throughout the year, not just during Easter and Christmas. Your 
presence makes our community stronger. 
 
     2025 also brought about another successful Sturgis Motorcycle Rally, with GLCW 
back to provide breakfast. A special thank you to all the church members who  
contributed. The Christian Motorcycle Club visited and generously donated for the use 
of the church. In April, our Easter Egg Drive was a great success, thanks to Heather 
Kreutz and all who donated time and materials to stuff the eggs also our Easter bunny, 
who wishes to be anonymous. As we move forward, we will be saying goodbye to San 
Monahan from the council. New council members who have agreed to step in is Casey 
Raftevold. Thank you all for the work that goes on. Additionally, our budget for 2026 
has been established and approved by the congregation. It has been an honor to 
serve as your President. May God bless you all, and let’s continue to grow in our faith 
and love for one another. 
 
Robert (Bob) Tesch 
Council President 
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2025 Senior Pastor’s Annual Report   
The Rev. Kevin Jensen 

Welcoming One Another 
 

 

 
The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 15:7: Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 
This New Year offers us many opportunities to welcome people in new ways. St. Paul 
says to welcome one another just as Christ has welcomed you.  Jesus was known for 
eating with tax collectors and others who were not welcome in the usual circles. So 
how do we do the same?   
 
Philoxenia is the Greek New Testament word for hospitality or "love of the stranger."   
Philo mean's brotherly or sisterly love. Xenia is almost always translated as "guest-
friendship."  Combine the two and you have an attitude that overcomes xenophobia—
the "fear of the stranger" is overcome with the “love of the stranger” or philoxenia.  
 
So this leads to an interesting discussion about the security system we put on our 
church doors last summer. Are we being xenophobic or properly careful about limiting 
access to our church?  In today's society having open access into public buildings is 
not advised. But how do we welcome strangers without taking undue risks?   
 
Let me offer some suggestions. Practicing philoxenia can happen when we chat with 
strangers after worship, at the grocery or hardware store, or even at places like the ski 
slopes or bowling alley. I was able to catch up with a banker from Yankton I hadn't 
seen in a decade at Terry Peak last winter. But I do admit I had to cheer against his 
wide receiver son who plays for the Yankton Bucks when the Scoopers played them in 
football last fall! 
 
I have talked with a lot of strangers over the years and I like reconnecting with those I 
have not seen in a long time. I try to welcome others as Christ has welcomed me. I 
hope you will join me in doing that this New Year. It might be the gracious hospitality 
gift we can share with others to show forth the love of Christ in our hearts. 
 
In the love of Christ, 
><> Pastor Kevin 
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2025 New Members  

Chelsea Magdanz 

Robyn Fischer 

Robert and Carolyn Ruff 

 

2025 Baptisms  

Eekiah Beug 

Marshal Littler 
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IN MEMORIUM 

Remembering those who have departed this life this past year.   
Many were near and dear to the Grace Lutheran Church family.  

Their funerals were conducted at Grace Lutheran  
or under our care and ministry. 

 

Marlene (Marty) Smith* 
 

Paulette Lee Meland* 
 

Arlene Elmona Ennis* 
 

Joy Colleen Conway* 
 

Robert (Bob) Rhienhold Ruff* 
 

Eileen Bertha Raforth* 
 

John Charles Raforth* 
 
 

With 4 additional non-member funerals at BH National Cemetery 
 

*Members 
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2025 Grace Lutheran Worship Committee Annual Report 
 

The Worship Committee meets on the third Tuesday of each month.  The committee members have 
stayed fairly consistent for many years - Marcia Potts, Ruth Mechling, Tim Patmore, Candy McKay, 
Pastor Kevin Jensen, Christian and Marlene Kotab and our newest members Kris Little and Chris 
Pankratz.  We thank Robin Baldwin for her dedication to this committee for many years. The  
committee’s chief duty is to plan, lead, and implement worship and the music ministries of the  
congregation.  Often, we find our committee involved in many other duties at the church so  
dedicated is the best word to describe this very busy committee.  
 
MUSIC: Our weekly musicians are a blessing to the services.  Dan Chapman, Candy McKay, 
Danilee Pudwill, Marcia Potts, and Christian and Marlene Kotab lead the music on Sundays and 
Wednesdays.  Soloists, the children, and the Adult Choir all contribute to the wonderful music  
ministry.  It is inspiring to see the children and adults lead the Palm Parade on Palm Sunday. 
Lynette Kvanvig and Marie Ritten are our substitute accompanists and Gary Meyer is always willing 
to add his poetic and thoughtful songs to enhance the worship experience. Paul Haedt helped the 
group sing on Christmas Eve. We do welcome any special musicians, so please volunteer.  
 
ASSISTING MINISTERS: Our assisting ministers are Tim Patmore, Tim Potts, Garland Dobler, J.D. 
Williams, and Kim Webber. They are key to the weekly service and invaluable during pulpit supply. 
 
ALTAR GUILD/GLCW:  One important part of the Worship Committee is the Altar Guild. They  
prepare Holy Communion, change the altar cloths, care for the funeral pall, fill the candles, and  
organize the draping and uncovering of the altar area during Holy Week, and so many other weekly 
duties. New communion vessels and offering plates were purchased with their guidance.  
A successful GLCW Thankoffering Service was held in November. The busy quilters display one of 
their creations in the basement or at a service. One other duty is the changing of the seasonal  
Banners, this is accomplished by Tim and Debbie Patmore. We thank them for their continued love 
for Grace. 
 
YOUTH/LENT/EASTER: The confirmands conducted a foot washing service on Maundy Thursday 
and the high school youth presented the Reverse Advent service on Good Friday.  Thanks to Bob 
Tesch for helping Pastor Kevin at the sunrise service on Easter. Our theme for the Post-Easter Holy 
Humor Sunday was “Hawaiian Fun.”  Many dressed in Hawaiian clothes and the light-hearted  
service helped us laugh at the devil who was defeated because of Easter. 
 
TECHNOLOGY: With the installation of the new computers and sound board, Christian Kotab led a 
technology training.  The new tv screens, sound system and remodeling of the balcony have been a 
great addition to the worship space. 2 new microphones were purchased for the pastors. 
 
SPECIAL SERVICES: An outdoor service and ice cream social was held on June 8.  A very  
enjoyable raptor presentation followed the service. The Back-to-School Backpack Sunday gave us 
an opportunity to send the kids and school staff to school in August with the church’s prayers and 
God’s blessing. The Consecration Service was Oct. 12 with a lovely Thanks-A-Brunch following it. 
Confirmation was Oct. 26 with 6 confirmands (Owen Aldren, Tenlee Koontz, Mason McGillivray, 
Burke Potter, Danny Tedder and Madeline Vliem) sharing their faith statements. Levi Sjomeling was 
confirmed on Nov. 9

th
. The Christmas Music Service was Dec. 21

st
 with special music and the  

reading of the Christmas story.  Christmas Eve was welcomed by 301 people worshiping together.  
What a glorious service. Thanks to the families who read each week for the lighting of the Advent 
Wreath. Thanks be to God for the wonderful volunteers at Grace – greeters, ushers, communion 
helpers, musicians, coffee hosts, etc., etc. – you make Grace a warm and welcoming place.  Keri in 
the office, David, our custodian, and our wonderful Pastors all lead us with a passion of service.  
God bless you all. 
 
Marlene Kotab 
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2025 Evangelism Committee Annual Report  
 
The mission of the Evangelism Committee is to pray, plan and support the outreach efforts of the 
church. We met December 2024-December 2025. Each meeting was opened with prayer. 
 
The first part of the year we used a workbook, "Every One His Witness". The purpose of the  
workbook was to help familiarize us with the basics of witnessing to people in their everyday lives. 
We learned the L.A.S.S.I.E. Approach. We also learned how to find out if a person was a head, 
heart or hands person. We need to keep these in mind when talking to people. Head: Their focus is 
on Truth. Heart: Their focus is on Hope. Hands: Their focus is on Purpose.  
 
Listen to determine how to connect and communicate with people 
Ask basic, exploratory, challenging, open-ended questions to get and keep the conversations  
going.  
Seek opportunities to connect with the person such as sports, illness or anything to give a person a 
starting point to connect with 
Share God's word, share the faith. Keep it about God.  Find ways to tell Jesus' story. The spirit will 
guide you. We generously plant and water and God grows. We need to plant the seed, then the rest 
in in God's hands. 1 Corinthians 3: 6-7. 
Invite them to an event going on in the church, keep the invite simple; it can be an invite to a  
worship service on Sunday morning.   
Encourage one another, we are working on bringing the good news of Jesus. Encourage through 
prayer either with them or for them. Prayer is a great witness. Most people appreciate praying for 
them even if they do not know Jesus. 
 
Second part of the year we are reading and going over the book "A Changing World". A few of the 
events we did this past year: we held a coffee and donut event; root beer floats a couple of times. 
We weathered the cold and handed out or left door hangers on people's doors to inform/invite them 
to the different Christmas events that were happening.  
 

Grace Lutheran Church values: Seek out Christ, Grow in Christ, Serve Christ.  
 

God's blessing,  Sheri Boy 

2025 PROPERTY COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 

This accounts for the actions that we were able to get done from May of 2025 to the end of the year.  
Our list of tasks was fairly substantial, and included some that had been in the works for sometime. 
Most important on the list was the entrance doors security system, which we managed to have  
completed before the 2025 Rally began, which was our target date. Other work done was the re-
placement of toilets in the downstairs woman’s restroom. (Thank you Tim Patmore)  Also some other 
leaks and paint and wall repair in a couple of other restrooms was done. 
 

Tasks completed in the Sanctuary include a handrail for the steps up to the lectern for lessons  
readers, and securing floor braces for the pews as needed.  In addition, work had to be done on the 
elevator on the education rooms downstairs door that had caused the lift to be inoperable. 
 

Moving forward to this year, roof leaks in the Sanctuary continue to be a problem, the consensus  
being that a major fix may be in order to alleviate this and this will require more discussion and  
planning. There are still things that are left on our list and these will be taken care of as time allows 
in order of importance. 
 

I look forward to helping keep Grace a pleasant and secure place to worship for all our members 
and quests. 
 
Thank you to everyone, Property Chairman, Paul Haedt 
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2025 Grace Lutheran High School Youth Group Annual Report 

All High School Youth are invited to attend Grace Youth Group at 7 pm on Wednesdays during the 
school year.  Michelle Williams and Pastor Carla are the adult advisors.   A full calendar of events is 
planned which include service projects, worship leadership opportunities, Bible Study and fun. 
 
Service projects this year included hosting and serving Thanksgiving dinner the Sunday before 
Thanksgiving for our 60+ year old members.  This has been a wonderful tradition, and we are  
especially thankful for Michelle Williams leadership.  The Youth Group also assisted with  
Consecration Sunday by helping to serve the brunch after worship.  The Youth Group assisted by 
the Grace Quilters tied quilts and presented them to our graduating seniors.  We wrote notes of  
encouragement to our college students in the spring and the fall semester around finals. Grace  
Lutheran High School youth did a marvelous job leading the Good Friday service.  Special thanks to 
Debbie Haivala for costumes and Danilee Pudwill for special music. 
 
Graduation Sunday, our youth arrive in cap and gown to greet members of the congregation  
before worship.  During worship, they are recognized and following worship the council hosts a  
reception.  We are so blessed to have our graduates with us on the morning of their graduation. 
 
Our Bible Study this year focuses on the “I am” sayings in John.  We made our annual trip to the 
labyrinth at the Methodist Church.  We played frisbee golf at the city park and played games on the 
lawn (our tiny lawn that is lit by the Wells Fargo light).  We had a Christmas party and decorated 
cookies with our sister youth group at St. Francis.  And of course, our annual gingerbread decorating 
contest is always fun.  Our 2025 winner is Danica Dschaak. 
 
Photo Booth Fundraiser – Thank you to all who volunteered to work the photo booth on Thursday 
of the rally.  We raised over $1800 for the Grace Lutheran Youth program.  Helping out this year 
was:  Otto & Kelly Magdanz, Terri Huntley, The Pastors, Jared and Andria Williams and Heather 
Kreutz. 
 
The ELCA National Youth Gathering will be held in Minneapolis, June 28- July 2, 2027.  We have 
begun having planning meetings to provide information to the youth who will be eligible to attend.  
 
Many thanks for supporting the youth of Grace.  
 
Pastor Carla & Michelle Williams 

Church Registry Committee 
 

     The 2025 Church Registry Committee is made up of Kelly Magdanz, Diana Bauer, and Heather 
Kreutz. We researched different ways to compile a church registry and presented these options to 
the Church Council. Two photographers were contacted and both showed interest but no solid  
information was given.  
We decided it was probably not in our budget plus the registry would be outdated once it was done. 
 Our second option was an online registry. We discussed its pros and cons and Council 
agreed to this option. This will be set up in the new year. The online registry is in our budget and can 
be updated continually. Families and individuals can decide what information and pictures they want 
to import. Parishioners who are not comfortable with the computer can contact Keri for a printout of 
the directory. 
 
Kelly Magdanz 
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Grace Education Annual Report to the Congregation for the year of 2025 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE is our primary program for Christian Education at Grace.  We have an 
amazingly gifted and dedicated group of volunteers who bring energy and creativity to teaching and 
witnessing to the Gospel.  A special thank you to: 
Pre-school:  Garland Dobler 
1st & 2nd grade: Shawn Koontz 
3rd & 4th grade: Tessa Gunderson 
5th & 6th grade: Melissa Pankratz 
Confirmation: Pastor Kevin, assisted by Mikayla Wilson 
High School Youth Group:  Michelle Williams & Pastor Carla 
Adult Bible Study: Wednesdays at 5 pm – Pastor Carla; Thursdays at 9:30 am – Pastor Kevin 
Meals:  Tim & Debbie Patmore, Connie Berg and during Lent, various Grace Ministry programs 
Music: Marlene Kotab 
Art:  Vicki Monahan 
 

SPRINKLES OF GRACE - Also Garland Dobler wrote for and received a grant of $1000 from the 
South Dakota Synod of the ELCA for a program she developed to send special educational  
materials on the church calendar to our youngest members.  Awesome job, Garland!  We closed out 
Wednesday Night Live  with a May Day celebration that was a wonderful evening for all. 
 

GRADUATION SUNDAY - We celebrated the class of 2025 in worship on Graduation Sunday.    
Blessings to:  Ella Atyeo, Jacob Avery, Dalyn Dschaak, Jake Krog, Azlyn Person, Vance Shryock, 
Max Vliem and Carter Williams. 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL - Grace Lutheran offered Vacation Bible school June 23 – 26, 2025 
with the theme of the 23rd Psalm.  We thank:  Vicki, Torin and Taesha Monahan, Danica Dschaak, 
Linda Erion, Jenika Leonhardt, Mikayla, Lily and Landry Wilson, Kadence and Owen Aldren, Garland 
Dobler, Jill Tesnow, Dennis Chowen, Tessa and Pate Gunderson, Jolei Avery, Tenlee Koontz,  
Pastor Carla, Khiana William-Oviatt, Andria Williams, Lily Meunier, Abram Mitchell, Lynette Kvanvig, 
Ruth Smit, Heidi Raftevold, and David Lyons for making the program a fabulous experience.   
 

OUTLAW RANCH BIBLE CAMP – We sent four 5th grade youth to outlaw and provided partial 
scholarships to several others.  Pastor Carla attended camp with a total of 8 campers. 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE resumed in the fall. We shuffled teachers round a bit an are so grateful 
for some of our new volunteers.  If you would like to help out with WNL, please talk to Pastor Carla 
or one of our fabulous volunteers. 
Pre-school:  Garland Dobler & Angie Bergman 
1st & 2nd grade: Tessa Gunderson 
3rd & 4th grade: Shawn Koontz 
5th & 6th grade: Andria Williams, Sheri Potter, Madison Anderson 
Confirmation: Pastor Kevin, assisted by Melissa Pankratz & Mikayla Wilson 
High School Youth Group:  Michelle Williams & Pastor Carla 
Adult Bible Study: Wednesdays at 5 pm – Pastor Carla; Thursdays at 9:30 am – Pastor Kevin 
Meals:  Tim & Debbie Patmore, Connie Berg 
Music: Marlene Kotab 
Art: Vicki Monahan 
 

We distributed Bibles to our pre-school and 3rd graders, installed our education volunteers and 
blessed our students as they returned to school.  It was a busy fall.  We also began receiving an  
offering during the gathering music time.  This fall the offering is dedicated to the Sturgis Animal 
Shelter. We closed out the year with an absolutely fantastic Children’s Christmas program.  Special 
thanks to Marlene Kotab (our director) and Vicki Monahan (costumes) and all the teachers who  
assisted.  Thank you to all who provided Christmas cookies for the program. I want to also thank 
Terri Huntley who serves as the council liaison to the Education Committee and to Tessa Gunderson 
who keeps the committee rolling with her leadership.  Thanks also to Tessa for putting together the 
acolyte schedule.  
Respectfully submitted, Pastor Carla Nelson 
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    2025 STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT 
 

It is our privilege as Grace Stewardship committee to cheerfully share our abundance that God has 
so graciously provided for us.  With your generous gifts, we advance the mission of our church, to 
share the good news of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 
In His glory, 
 
Connie Hurlburt and Kris Little 

2025 Grace Lutheran Church Women Annual Report 
The women of Grace Lutheran Church have been a part of Grace Lutheran since the beginning and 
will be in the future a very vital part of this congregation.  GLCW meets on the 2

nd
 Tuesday of the 

month at 1:30 in the afternoon with every 4
th
 meeting being a business meeting, Bible study and  

refreshments, the other meetings consists of a Bible Study, program and refreshments. Pastor Carla 
has blessed us as our Bible study leader and we have volunteers for the program and hostess.   
Thank you for your loyal participation.  
 

The women of Grace Lutheran are busy in a variety of ways to see to the needs of the church. Every 
season of the church calendar, every Sunday and every Wednesday service, the Altar Guild is busy 
making sure that Grace Lutheran is ready for a service. Whether it is setting up for Holy Communion, 
making sure that the candles have oil or changing the paraments on the altar and pulpit. Come 
Wednesday morning a group are making quilts for Lutheran World Relief, Cornerstone Mission,  
Behavior Management and Crisis Intervention to name a few of the organizations that reap the  
benefits of these quilts. The Grace Lutheran women make many types of kits for Lutheran World  
Relief. These kits are School Kits, Baby Care Kits and Personal Care Kits. The women serve many 
meals: coffee hour, soup suppers for Lent, funeral luncheons, help with wedding preparations, and 
of course the Rally Breakfast. We have food drives for Kiwanis, personal care products for Crisis 
Center and the women are involved with the community along with Grace Lutheran Church. 
 

In 2025 GLCW were able to fulfill their normal endeavors that were available within the church and 
community.  The quilters meet at the church on Wednesday morning, they only take a few breaks 
during the year otherwise you can find them working away.  They sold quilts at the Rally breakfast 
and now have a nice display in the Sonshine Room.  
 

Cards and calls were made to the shut ins and members to keep in touch with each other. The  
women, with the help of some men and children served the Rally Breakfast.  It was a success with 
serving over 1000 people. The revenue from the breakfast helps us meet our yearly obligations. It 
was also time to start nominations for new officers.  Blessings to these women who decided to keep 
their position for this following year of 2025 and thank you to the new volunteers. Thank you for your 
service. 
 

Thankoffering Sunday was held in November with a skit and temple talk. Thank you women of 
Grace for your donations to the Women of ELCA and their charitable organizations. It was  
heartwarming to see all of the women of Grace come forward with their offering.   
 

December and Christmas…  This year the GLCW received from the social worker at Sturgis  
Elementary a family that we could help with their Christmas.  It was so much fun and heart filling to 
be able to help with these needs and wants.  The participation was overwhelming to put our  
Christmas packages together and delivered to our shut ins this year. What a great family of women!  
You could feel the joy and love for our shut in and loved ones.   
Wishing you a very blessed 2026! 
Yours in Christ, 
Debbie Patmore, GLCW President 
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