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SEPTEMBER2024 

 

Grace Lutheran Church Newsletter 

Jesus and  
Forgiveness! 

 
 
Mark 11:25: (Jesus said): Whenever you stand praying, forgive, if 
you have anything against anyone; so that your Father in heaven 
may also forgive you your  trespasses. 
 

How did Jesus learn so much about forgiveness?  Where did he get it?  
 

Modern research helps answer these questions.  Dr. Robert Enright is a developmental psychologist 
in Wisconsin, and also a Christian who was raised on the teachings of Jesus about tolerance and 
forgiveness. And he wondered if forgiveness could be proven to help patients in a hospital or  
therapy clinic.  
 

As most of you know, I served a parish, but also was a part-time chaplain at Avera McKennan  
Hospital in Sioux Falls, before we came to Sturgis.  So, I’m fascinated by this research.  Specifically, 
Dr. Enright developed therapies for helping elderly women to forgive the people who had wronged 
them in the past. His research was meant to help the victims of abuse and incest to better  
understand the people who assaulted them, without justifying what the abusers had done.  
 

He created two groups -- one made up of women undergoing forgiveness therapy—and one  
without a focus on forgiveness.  What did he find? The forgiveness therapy group showed greater 
improvement in emotional and psychological health than the group that did not focus on  
forgiveness.  
 

So, let’s go back to how Jesus knew so much about forgiveness. I firmly believe that the forgotten 
city of Sepphoris had something to do with it. Some scholars even believe Joseph and Jesus helped 
Herod Antipas rebuild it!  Here’s why—Jesus is traditionally known as a woodworker—but the Greek 
word for carpenter is tekton, a generic term for “a builder who worked with his hands.”  
 

Now think about this—wood was scarce and stone much more available in biblical Israel, so was  
Jesus more likely a stonemason than a carpenter? And might it be likely that Jesus spent time in 
Sepphoris because Nazareth was only a few miles away? Following the death of Herod the Great, 
the Jewish takeover of Sepphoris was squashed by Rome, and the original city burned. But during 
Jesus’ time it was rebuilt and the Jewish historian, Josephus, eventually called Sepphoris “The  
Jewel of Galilee.”  
 

At the time, Sepphoris was the most cosmopolitan city in the region of Galilee, and that makes  
me wonder—did Joseph teach his son as they were rebuilding it—to forgive their enemies who  
destroyed the city? Did Joseph even have his young son pray with him to their Heavenly Father 
about it?  Is it possible that in pondering that—we might learn to forgive?  
 

Love and forgive them like Jesus, 
><> Pastor Kevin 
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Come and join our weekly  
Bible Study on Mark,  
returning Thursday,  

September 12, at 9:30 am  
in the Rose Room.   
All are welcome.  

 

Men’s Prayer Breakfast  
will be returning  

Saturday, September 14,  
at 8am at Uncle Louie’s  

restaurant in Sturgis.  
All men are invited to attend.  
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Serving Grace September 2024 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM 

*Coffee Hosts– please bring 4 dozen cookies each, help set up, serve and clean up. 
Worship helper instructions are located in the front entryway. 

September Serving Grace Members 

Aga, Lynn and Karmen  
Anderson, Kevin & Janis 
Boy, Sandra  
Chapman, Dan and Lynelle 
Christians, Eldon and Kathy 
Crawford, Larry and Bonnie 
Dschaak, Ethan and Shanna 
Greslin, Don and Judy 
Halverson, David and 

Shirley 
 

Halverson, Sonja 
Hayes, DeWayne 
Hemmah, Allen & Linda 
Humble, Jeannie 
Jost, Brian and Aimee 
Keeton, Russ and Joanne 
Konold, Gene and Audrey 
Kreutz, Kent and Heather 
McKay, Candy 
 
 

Monahan, San and Jennifer 
Monahan, Vicki 
Pudwill, Shawn and Danilee 
Rock, Brice 
Shryock, Nick and Michelle 
Smit, Ruth 
Vliem, Jeremy and Cindy 

Position Sept 1 Sept 8 Sept 15 Sept 22  Sept 29 

Greeters (1) 
Mike and Darleen 

Tysdal  
Terri Huntley 

Sue Whitford and 
Sharon Collins 

Boone and Caron 
Collins 

Char Wilson  

Ushers (4) 
 

Al Weidenbach and 
Brandon Caneva 

Bonnie Lange and  
David Lyons 

Boone and Caron 
Collins 

 

Assisting  
Ministers 

 Kim Webber Tim Patmore  Garland Dobler JD Williams 

Lesson Reader 
(1) 

Blake Williams  Jeff DeKraai  Tim Patmore    

Serving  
Communion 

Char Wilson  Dennis Chowen Dan Boy  Sheri Boy  Madison Pankratz 

*Coffee  
Hosts (3) 

Ruth Smit 
and Lyla White  

 

Audrey & Gene 
Konold and Mick & 

Connie Hurlburt 

Jean Beug and 
Ardith McFarland  

Sheri Boy and  
Sandra Boy  

 

Sunday  
Acolytes Jenika and Jett 

Leonhardt 

Christian Pankratz 
and Pate  

Gunderson 

Tenlee and Talen 
Koontz 

Pate Gunderson 
and Willow Nikkila 

Kwynnlee Meland 
and Khiana  

Williams-Oviatt 

~ WEDNESDAY NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICE ~  

Position September 18 September 25 

 
*WNL  

Meal Hosts 

Tim and Debbie 
Patmore 

Tim and Debbie 
Patmore 

Wednesday Night 
Acolytes 

Braxten Bahe and  
Willow Nikkila 

Quintin Kelly and   
Levi McPherson 
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PROJECTOR OPERATORS IN SEPTEMBER 

 1st Sunday: Michelle Williams 
 2nd Sunday: Deb Haivala  
 3rd Sunday: Bob Tesch 
 4th Sunday: Debbie Patmore 
 5th Sunday: Michelle Williams 

ALTAR GUILD IN SEPTEMBER 
Kelly Magdanz and Ruth Mechling 

Serving Grace October 2024 
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE ~ 9:00 AM 

Serving Grace sign up board is located near the entrance of the church.   
If your name is listed below, please sign up for October before September 23rd. 

Aga, Karel  
Bunkowske, Matt & Carrie 
Cammack, Calvin and Kristin 
Chowen, Dennis 
Erion, Linda 
Goergen, Kaylynn 
Jewell, Dick and JoAnn 
Johnson, Janet 
Jorenson, Barney and Dawn 

Karrels, Amanda 
Lange, Bonnie 
Mahoney, Bryan 
McFarland, Ardith 
Mortenson, Einar and Gail 
Mullins, Darlene 
Pankratz, Chris and Melissa 
Pickar, Ranae 
 

Raftevold, Casey and Heidi 
Rasmuson, Dean 
Schulz, Darlene 
Sjomeling, Jason & Celena 
Stubstad, Carol 
Walker, Paulette 
Whitford, Sue 
Wilson, Pete and Mikayla 

Position Oct 6 Oct 13 Oct 20 Oct 27 

Greeters (2)   
Cindy & Clay 

Lange 
 

Ushers (4)  
Al Weidenbach and 

Brandon Caneva 
Bonnie Lange and  

David Lyons 
Boone and Caron 

Collins 

Assisting  
Ministers 

    

Lesson Reader 
(1) 

    

Serving  
Communion 

    

*Coffee  
Hosts (3) 

Consecration  
Sunday Reception 

  
Confirmation  

Reception 

Sunday  
Acolytes 
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WEDNESDAY NIGHTS THIS FALL 
RETURN SEPT. 18, 2024 @ 5PM 

5 p.m.  
7th - 8th grade  

6:30 p.m. 
All are Welcome  

6:30 p.m.  

9th - 12th grade  

 

Please complete a Registration Form on back or at 
www.sturgisglc.org and return it to the office or bring it  

with you Wednesday September 13 

5 p.m.  
5th - 6th grade  

Pre–Confirmation 

5 p.m.  
PreK - 4th grade  

5:30 p.m.  
All are Welcome  
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Grace Lutheran Church 

1061 Sherman Street, PO Box 577 
Sturgis, SD  57785     (605-347-2713) 

Church Website:  www.sturgisglc.org 
 

 

YOUTH MINISTRIES CONSENT AND RELEASE FORM 2024-2025 
Please print & return completed form to church or email gracelutheran@rushmore.com 

 

________________________ has my permission to participate in all activities of Grace Lutheran Church.  
             (Student’s name) 
 
 I understand all events will have adult supervision.  In consideration of the benefits to be derived from these 
activities, I hereby voluntarily waive any claim against Grace Lutheran Church, the sponsors, and the owner/or 
driver furnishing transportation to the event.  I further agree to direct my son/daughter to conform to the fullest 
with the directions and instructions of the sponsors in charge.  This consent and release is in effect until I give 
Grace Lutheran Church written notice to the contrary. 
 
ADDRESS INFORMATION: 
Parent’s names:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  _______________________________________________________________ ZIP:  _______________ 
 
Phone 1:  ____________________Phone 2:_____________________Phone 3:_________________________ 
 
E-mail:  _____________________________________________ Student’s Birthdate: ___________________ 
 
Grade child is in: ____________________ 
 
Does she/he have any allergies or allergic reaction to any medication or food?  ____yes____no.  If yes, explain 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Approved Persons to pick up your child: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of family Physician: ___________________________________Phone:__________________________ 
 
 
PHOTO RELEASE AGREEMENT:  please check one statement below. Names would not be released. 
 
____ I authorize Grace Lutheran Church to post pictures of my minor student on the church website. 
____ I DO NOT authorize Grace Lutheran Church to post pictures of my minor student on the church website. 
 
PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:  ______________________________________ Date ___________ 
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Deadline to submit items for the October 
newsletter is Monday, September 23rd.  

Please send your newsletter items to Keri at gracelutheran@rushmore.com. 
Let us send you an email with a link to our newsletter when it’s posted to our website.  

If you are interested, please send your email address to the office at: 
 gracelutheran@rushmore.com or call Keri at 605-347-2713. 

 

Did you know…Our website contains the weekly worship bulletins,  
monthly newsletter, sermon broadcast, monthly calendar, Council and Committee minutes,  

and much more.  For a printed copy, see the info rack at the entrance of the church. 

        Check it out at: www.sturgisglc.org.   
 

See special events on Facebook.   

 

      Has your address or phone number changed?  
       Please let Keri know at 605-347-2713 or e-mail us at gracelutheran@rushmore.com.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Mary Ellen Kreutz, John  
Raforth, Anna Holtz, George Lisko, Tammie Melby, Laurie Adkins-Heydon, 
Myles Hupp and the families of Arnold Becker and Ronald Van Den Berg.   
 
On-going prayers: Ron Monson, Ethan Dschaak, Paulette Walker, Bud 
Rank, Jody Wilke, Dale Kreutz, Morgan Myers, Ally Tedder, Marcia Potts, 
Larry Schemmel, Joy Conway, Roger Ivers, our  homebound members and 
those serving in the military.  (Please notify the office of changes) 

 
 

 

 
 

AUGUST ATTENDANCE  

Sundays 
Aug 4 - 56 
Aug 11 - 66 
Aug 18  - 124 
Aug 25 - 136 
 

 

2024 YEAR TO DATE 
 

OFFERINGS  
$154,344.98 

 
EXPENSES 
$168,163.78 

 
BUDGET  

$170,533.36 
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9 AM SUNDAY WORSHIP RADIO BROADCAST SPONSORS  
 

The radio broadcast calendar for 2024 is posted on the bulletin board in the  
entryway of the church.  You are invited to place your name on the date you 

wish to sponsor.  You may also call the office 347-2713 to reserve a date.  The 
cost per broadcast is $65.  Partial sponsorships are invited and encouraged. 

 

 

Sept 1 - Dan and Sheri Boy, in honor of their children’s birthdays. 
Sept 8 - 
Sept 15 - Ardith McFarland, in loving memory of Gregor McFarland 
Sept 22 - Dan and Mona Zeiner, in loving memory of Mark Donaldson. 
Sept 29 - 

Offering Information 
Send your offering to PO Box 577,  

Sturgis, SD 57785, 
or drop off at the church Office  

Mon - Fri 8 am - 12 pm / 1 pm - 5 pm 
 

To Use Venmo: 
1. Scan the QR code with  

your smartphone.                                          
2. Login or setup your  

account (first time only). 
3. Make your gift. 

 
The Red Bucket Ministry  

For the 3rd Quarter 
 

Annie Calhoon’s Mission Work 
 

 
 

Leave a donation  
in the Red Bucket  

located in the  
back of the  

church and your 
donation will help 
Annie Calhoon’s 
mission work. 

 

 
September 22 

Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Psalm 54 

James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

 
September 29 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
Psalm 19:7-14 
James 5:13-20 
Mark 9:38-50 

September 1 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

Psalm 15 
James 1:17-27 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 

September 8 
Isaiah 35:4-7a 

Psalm 146 
James 2:1-10[11-13]14-17 

Mark 7:24-37 

September 15 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 116:1-9 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 
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AUGUST 2024 - FEBRUARY 2025 
PLANNED GENEROSITY 

SEPTEMBER 1:  Who gets what?  A personalized generosity plan includes decisions about  
which asset goes where.  Making wise choices that reduce or eliminate unnecessary taxes is a  
gift to your family and the ministries you care about.  Lutheran Planned Generosity provides free 
assistance with those choices – visit our website at www.lpgsd.org or call 605.274.5030 today for 
ideas and information. 
 
SEPTEMBER 8:  Winners and Losers.  When you sell taxable assets (stocks, bonds, farm  
machinery, grain or real estate) with a Give it Twice Trust, you’ll win with a tax-free sale, lifetime 
income for you and your spouse, and income for your children after you’re gone.  The ministries 
you name as ultimate beneficiaries also win.  The only loser is the IRS!  Don’t miss the opportunity 
to take advantage of this tool and the free services offered by Lutheran Planned Generosity, a  
ministry of the South Dakota Synod (605.274.5030 or www.lpgsd.org). 
 
SEPTEMBER 15:  Pass it on.  Would you like to know that your faithful support for the work of 
Grace Lutheran Church will continue after you’re gone?  With intentional planning, it’s  
possible to create an endowment that will make gifts each year, memorializing your faith and your 
family’s legacy.  Contact Lutheran Planned Generosity of South Dakota at 605.274.5030 or visit 
www.lpgsd.org for ideas and information. Your life can make a difference.   
 
SEPTEMBER 22:  The clock is ticking…  It’s hard to believe we’re approaching the final quarter 
of 2024.  If creating (or updating) your will is an unfinished goal for this year, there’s never been a 
better time to start.  With the FREE online will tools available through Lutheran Planned Generosity 
of SD, a ministry of the South Dakota Synod, you can easily create personalized documents in just 
a few minutes.  Visit www.lpgsd.org and cross this task off your list.   

SEPTEMBER 29:  Tax-smart ways to support Grace Lutheran Church.  Many of our members 
and friends give tax-smart gifts to support Grace Lutheran Church.  These gifts come with a variety 
of tax advantages for you while making an immediate impact on our mission and ministry.  If you 
own stock or are 70 ½ or older with an IRA, explore how you can make a difference. Call 
605.274.5030 or visit www.lpgsd.org for more information.    

Kathy J. McHenry, Executive Director 
Lutheran Planned Generosity of South Dakota 

Augustana University Campus 
Office:  605.274.5030                                        2001 S. Summit Avenue                                           Cell:  605.868.8754 
kmchenry@sdsynod.org                                    Sioux Falls, SD 57197                                                  www.lpgsd.org 

http://www.lpgsd.org
http://www.lpgsd.org
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2  Ted Wanner 
    Pamela Weidenbach 
 
3  Koby Dobler 
    Lincoln Wilson 
 
4  Carroll Erickson 
    Madison Kreutz 
    Elizabeth McPherson 
  
8 Blaisely Haugen 
 
9 Lily Wilson 
   Holland Rohde 
 
10 Breanna Paul 
 
11 Caron Collins 
     Michelle Williams 
 
13 Bonnie Crawford 
 
 

14 Casey Kreutz  
     Janet Johnson 
     Inga Curry 
     Bryan Mahoney 
 
16 Kathy Christians 
     Rye Gunderson 
 
18 Mikayla Wilson 
 
19 Emma Aldren 
     Annie Calhoon 
     Paulette Walker 
     Beckem Pudwill 
 
21 Kelsey Patmore 
     Colt Duprel 
 
22 Randy Berg 
     John Raforth 
     Kenya Schummer 
     Ramona Scherer 
     Jason Sjomeling 

23 Sandra Boy 
     Danilee Pudwill 
     Larry Weitzel 
 
24 Richard Weisz 
 
26 Marie Ritten 
 
28 Ann Weitzel 
     Darleen Tysdal 
     Iris Zylstra 
 
29 Russell Keeton 
     Lucas Zylstra 
 
30 D’Metrie Aga 

2 Kevin & Janis Anderson 
 
3 Robert & Carmen Selting 
 
5 Richard & Cheryl Weisz 
   Larry & Jennifer Gabriel 
 
6 Tim & Marcia Potts 
   Lennie & Katina Tucker 

11 Tyler & Dee Haugen 
 
12 Trevor & Amber Potts 
 
20 Al & Tessa Gunderson 
 
21 Randy & Connie Berg 
 
 

27 Brandon & Maranda  
             McGillivray 
 
28 Pat & Robin Baldwin 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 

2 
OFFICE CLOSED 
Pastor’s Day Off 

3 4 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Consecration 
Sunday Comm. Mtg. 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Council 
Meeting 
6:30 pm Exec. 
Committee Mtg. 

6 7 

8 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
10:30 Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
1:00 pm GLCW 
Exec. Mtg. 
1:30 pm GLCW 
Meeting 

11 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Mutual  
Ministry Mtg. @ First 
United Methodist 

12 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 

13 
 

14 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

15 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
10:30 Choir 
 
 
 
 

16 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Worship 
Meeting 
 
 

18 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
5 pm Kids Alive/
Confirmation 
5:30 pm WNL Meal 
6:30 pm WNL Service 
7 pm HS Youth Group 
 

19 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 pm Evangelism 
Meeting 

20 
 

21 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

22 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
10:00 am Coffee Hour  
10:30 Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 

Newsletter  
Deadline 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
8:30 am Quilting 
 
 
 
 
4 pm Education Mtg. 
5 pm Kids Alive/
Confirmation 
5:30 pm WNL Meal 
6:30 pm WNL Service 
7 pm HS Youth Group 
 

26 
9:30 am Bible 
Study 

27 
 

28 
8 am Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

29 
First Bible Sunday 
9:00 am Worship (HC) 
10:00 am Coffee Hour 
10:30 Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 
 

     

Grace Lutheran News and Events 
September 2024 


